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Pending Approval
Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chair, John Rheinberger.

Members Present:
John Rheinberger, Chair




Jim Levitt, Vice-Chair




Diane Blake, Treasurer

Bob Rosenquist, Secretary

Tim Behrends, Public Relations and Information
Staff Present:

Jay Riggs




Shari Larkin



Aaron DeRusha

Other Agencies:
Michelle Wohlers, NRCS
Additions or Deletions to Agenda

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Bob Rosenquist. Seconded by Jim Levitt. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Items to approve this month are the 2019 VBWD Water Monitoring Agreement in the amount of $57,171; and the 2019 Ramsey County Parks and Recreation Department, Soil and Water Conservation Division AIS Watercraft Inspections Agreement in the amount of $6,000. A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Jim Levitt. Seconded by Tim Behrends. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF March 13, 2019 BOARD MEETING MINUTES

One change was mentioned by Jim Levitt. A motion to approve the revised March 13, 2019 minutes was made by Diane Blake and seconded by Bob Rosenquist. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report

Items to note this month are $3,585.00 payable to Heidi Kassenborg for a BWSR Capacity grant payment; $5,097.25 payable to Metropolitan Council for water monitoring expenses; and $2,242.99 payable to Teledyne Isco for water monitoring expenses. A motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, subject to audit, was made by Jim Levitt. Seconded by Diane Blake. Motion carried.
Board Committee Reports

Personnel – Nothing to report.
Budget and Finance – Nothing to report.
Cost-Share – Nothing to report.
Communications and Outreach – Nothing to report.
AGENCY PARTNER REPORTS

County – Nothing to report.
NRCS – The local workgroup was held before the regular board meeting. The EQIP funding came through. Additional funding is being requested for people that weren’t included in the first round. The deadline for applications is April 19th. 
BWSR – Nothing to report.
MCD/Area IV – There was a special meeting regarding wetlands impacts by solar. 
Watersheds – Nothing to report.
MASWCD – A notice of potential resolutions was included in the packet. Jay shared the latest legislative update.
EMPLOYEE REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS/INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

a. WCD and EMWREP Outreach – See Attached and Newspaper Article Binder.
b. Presentation – 2019 Flooding – Aaron DeRusha
Old Business

a. Building Operations and Vehicles – There have been some roof leaks with the recent melting.
b. BWSR CWF Soluble P! Grant Action Plan – Staff have met to address the compliance issues that were recently discussed.
c. Grant and Program Updates – An additional $6,000 has been approved for AIS for partnering with Ramsey County SWCD.
d. Position Announcement and Interview Updates – We have filled the AIS/Water Monitoring positions, and offers are out for the remaining AIS positions.
NEW BUSINESS

a. Green Corps Host Site Update and Resolution – We have an interview Monday morning to be the host site. A resolution to move forward was included in the board packet. A motion to approve the resolution was made by Jim Levitt. Seconded by Bob Rosenquist. Motion carried.
b. WCD Bylaws Review and Update – The time and location of the board meeting will be updated. A copy of the current bylaws was included in the packet. A motion to approve changing the meeting time and location was made by Bob Rosenquist, seconded by Diane Blake. Motion carried.
c. CD Maturing – Our U.S. Bank CD is reaching maturity on 4/13/19. Tim Behrends made a motion that we investigate rolling the money into a savings account with Syncrony Bank. Bob Rosenquist seconded the motion. Motion carried.
d. Washington Conservation Center RWMWD Cost-Share Grant Application – In 2014, three demonstration Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMP’s) were completed on WCD property with the assistance of a RWMWD cost share grant. All projects have been functioning as intended and are being maintained by WCD staff. In 2019, the WCD staff would like to request authorization to apply for RWMWD Habitat Cost Share grant funding for a turf alternative demonstration project located in the front of our building. The cost estimate is $2,481.02. WCD staff labor is estimated at 20 hours ($1,360.00), which is not covered in the grant. A motion was made by Tim Behrends, seconded by Jim Levitt, to approve WCD applying for a RWMWD cost share grant, and WCD spending 20 hours staff time in completing the project and managing installation. Motion carried.
e. FY16 SCRA Native Perennials Encumbrance Request - Marthaler – In 2016, WCD received a grant from the St. Croix River Association to convert agricultural lands and managed turf areas to prairie to reduce phosphorus loading to the St. Croix River. The WCD Staff requests the encumbrance of up to $1,750.00 for conversion of up to 6 acres of ag to prairie at the Schaffer property in Denmark Township, MN. This ag field drains directly to the St. Croix River. The total estimated cost for this project is $7,560 in materials and installation cost. The SCRA grant can cover up to 75% of total project costs. The remaining will be contributed from funding from the Valley Branch Watershed District and the Department of Natural Resources. This project would reduce phosphorus loading by up to 5.1 lbs to Valley Branch and the St. Croix River. The Cost Share Committee recommends approval. Motion carried.
f. FY18 Capacity Cost-Share Encumbrance Request - Stivland – WCD allocated $20,000 of the 2018 Capacity funding for a cost share program to restore natural hydrology. This cost share focuses on the conversion of ag, turf, pasture and old field into native prairie vegetation. The WCD Staff requests the encumbrance of $5,000 for conversion of 32 acres of ag to prairie at the Stivland property, 11626 Otchipwe Ave S. in Stillwater, MN. The total estimated cost for this project is $16,571 in materials and installation cost. The capacity cost share would cover a flat rate of $5,000 in project costs. The remainder would be requested in match from the CMSCWD and the landowner. The Cost Share Committee recommends approval. Motion carried.
g. E-Link Financial Report Signatures – Staff is requesting approval for the District Manager of the Washington Conservation District to sign Elink Financial Reports required for grant progress reporting with payment requests and final reporting with payment requests. The report is necessary to certify that the information in Elink is an accurate representation of program accounts. A motion was made by Bob Rosenquist, to approve the District Manager as the official signatory for Elink reporting financial reports. Jim Levitt seconded the motion. Motion carried.
h. Legislator Field Tour Planning – After discussion, it was decided that the legislator field tour will be held in September.
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

None.
Tim Behrends moved to adjourn the public meeting. Diane Blake seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 2:58 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is May 8, 2019 at 2:00p.m.
Secretary
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