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Spring Landscaping Workshops

Thursday, April 7 - Lake Elmo
Tuesday, April 26 - Cottage Grove
Wednesday, April 27 - Scandia
Wednesday, May 4 - Forest Lake
Tuesday, May 10 - Denmark Twp.

This spring, we are collaborating with Master 
Gardeners to hold “urban” and rural landscape 
design workshops in Washington County.

Our first workshop, held Thursday, April 7 in Lake 
Elmo, was standing-room only with 30 people in 
attendance. The workshop focused on smaller 
residential yards and provided attendees with 
guidance on how to sketch out locations for 
raingardens, natural plantings, recreation and 
other landscaping 
features.  Master 
Gardeners and 
other speakers 
talked about special 
types of gardens – 
vegetable gardens, 
raingardens, fairy 
gardens, and 
butterfly gardens – 
as well as how to 
manage drainage 

and erosion issues and how to create pockets 
of habitat for pollinators, birds and wildlife. 
Additional “urban” landscape workshops will be 
held on April 26 at All Saints Lutheran in Cottage 
Grove and May 4 at Vannelli’s in Forest Lake.

We will also be holding two rural landscaping 
workshops on April 27 at Scandia Community 
Center and May 10 at Carpenter Nature Center 
in Denmark Twp.. These workshops will focus 
on larger rural properties and topics such as 
managing woodlands, converting turf and old 
fields to prairie, controlling invasive species like 
buckthorn, and protecting local water resources. 

Register for any of these workshops on-line at: 
http://tinyurl.com/2016LandscapeWorkshops. 

Above: Eager gardeners at the Lake Elmo landscaping workshop on April 7.

Erosion and Sediment Control - Regulatory Enforcement Training - May 17

EMWREP will be hosting a workshop for MS4 construction inspectors on Tue., May 17 at the 
Washington Conservation Center in Oakdale. During the workshop, staff from the University of MN 
Erosion and Stormwater Management Program  and local inspectors will talk about the inspection 
process and example MS4 programs. Participants will also visit a housing development under 
construction in Lake Elmo to practice conducting inspections in the field. 

The workshop is $160. Register on-line at www.erosion.umn.edu. 

Upcoming MS4 Training



Lake Association Meetings - May 16 & 19
At our East Metro Lakes meeting last September, 
Lake Association members told us they were 
interested in meeting twice per year and in meeting 
in smaller groups, with more opportunity for 
networking and learning from one another. 

This spring, we will be holding two meetings: 
one on Monday, May 16 for Lake Associations 
in Ramsey and central Washington Counties; 
and one on Thursday, May 19 for associations in 
Chisago and northern Washington Counties. The 
meetings will focus on curly-leaf pondweed and 
Eurasian watermilfoil. We’ll discuss different control 
options, differences between shallow and deep 
lakes, and heavy vs light infestations.  

In addition to these two meetings, EMWREP will be creating an e-newsletter to keep in touch with 
Lake Association members about issues of interest, including cost-share grant programs, shoreline 
landscaping, aquatic invasive species updates and research, and conservation programs. We also 
hope to work with Minnesota Extension to offer an Early Detector training for local citizens interested 
in learning how to identify common native and non-native invasive plants and animals. 

Pond Dipping & Water Bugs
This summer, we’ll be organizing neighborhood 
pond explorations as a way to help children and 
adults learn about their local water resources. 
During these short, fun evening events, families 
will use dip nets and containers to search for 
aquatic invertebrates such as dragonfly nymphs, 
mosquito larva, mayfly larva, and even leeches. 
Scientists can learn a lot about the health of a 
lake, river or stream by analyzing the diversity of 
smaller organisms living in the water. Citizens are 
often surprised to see how much life there really 
is in their neighborhood ponds!

Stillwater - Millbrook / S. Twin Lake: June 6
Oakdale - Tanner’s Lake - June 14
Cottage Grove - Meadowgrass Park - June 22
Woodbury - Powers Lake - June 28
Maplewood - Keller Creek - July 13
Stillwater - Brown’s Creek Park - Sept. 13 
(tentative)
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Learning about Lakes and Ponds this Summer

Above: Eurasian watermilfoil will be the focus 
of a May 19 meeting for Lake Associations in 
Chisago and northern Washington Counties. 

Above: Families look for aquatic invertebrates in 
Cottage Grove Ravine Park. 
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Mahtomedi Garden Club: Jan. 12
Angie spoke to a group of about 20 people about landscaping for wildlife and clean water. 

Forest Lake Business to Business group: Jan 21
Angie presented to 15 local business representatives about local water issues and projects.  

Bixby Park Groundbreaking Event: Jan. 27 
EMWREP helped CLFLWD to hold a short outdoor event, attended by Mayor Stegnar, 
Commissioner Miron, CLFLWD board and staff, and local media. 

Phalen Freeze Fest: Feb. 20
Jenn talked to people about road salt and water quality during this fun, outdoor family event. 

Friends of Scandia Parks and Trails: Feb. 18
About 25 people gathered to learn about rural landscaping for habitat and clean water. 

Farmer Breakfast - Lake Elmo: March 5
WCD hosted a breakfast for farmers in Washington County to learn about the MN Water Quality 
Certification program and two new grants for reducing phosphorus to the St. Croix River.
St. Croix Summit: March 22-23
EMWREP presented about the Green Communities project and St. Croix Workshops on the Water. 

Master Gardener Spring Program: March 26 
Jenn staffed an info table at this spring gardening workshop.  

Paul Douglas presentation - St. Andrews, Mahtomedi: April 5  
Angie was part of a panel discussion during this event, attended by 260 people. 

Horse Workshop; March 21
Wendy coordinated a workshop for 26 area horse owners. 

Above left: Paul Douglas spoke about climate change at St. Andrew’s Lutheran in Mahtomedi. Afterwards, 
local experts talked about what people can do at home and in their communities to protect the environment. 

Above right: Comfort Lake - Forest Lake Watershed District staff and board members stand with local 
leaders at the Bixby Park groundbreaking event in Forest Lake.  

Recent Public Education Activities



MIDS Calculator Training on Feb. 16

Earlier this spring, EMWREP hosted a mini-workshop for city engineers to learn what the Minimal 
Impact Development Standards (MIDS) calculator tool is and how to  use it. During the training, 
participants learned how to review development proposals that have used the MIDS Calculator 
to select stormwater management practices and how MIDS can be used to meet other goals in 
addition to volume control requirements. 

Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE) 
Presentation for Forest Lake on March 21
Angie gave a short presentation to Forest 
Lake public works staff about Illicit Discharge 
Detection and Elimination (IDDE). We 
talked about common problems, such as 
homeowners emptying swimming pools and 
carpet cleaning companies draining soapy 
water intro storm drains, as well as how to 
document and report an illicit discharge. 

MS4 and IDDE Training for 
Washington County Staff, March 31

Jenn and James Landini (WCD), along with 
Greg Halverson from Brock White, taught a 
short IDDE training for Washington County 
Public works at the Nordic Center in Lake 
Elmo Regional Park. The presentation 
covered IDDE, specific Washington County 
protocol, and other MS4 regulations. Jenn 
developed four posters to be displayed at all 
Public Works offices, shops and Washington 
County Parks. One more IDDE training will 
be offered for Public Works staff some time in 
May. 
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Public Works Operations for 
Clean Water 

Illicit Discharge 
Detection and Elimination

What to do
• If you see illegal dumping happening, stop the offender and 
explain what they are doing wrong and that they are polluting 
water.
 • Explain that storm drains are directly connected to lakes, 
    rivers, and streams
 • Offer alternative solutions 
• Document and Take Photos (include license plate). 
• Report to the appropriate person:
 • Supervisor, City MS4 Coordinator, Sheriff 

Enforcement Response Procedure  
If the illegal dumping is happening in the right of way:
 • Call the County Sheriff 651-430-7600

DNR Conservation Officers
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/officerpatrolareas/index.html

Washington County has 3 Patrol Areas:
 • Forest Lake area: (763) 413-4881 (North)
 • Maplewood: (952) 873-6241 (Central)
 • Hastings: (612) 597-1848  (South)

MPCA Stormwater Hotline: 651-757-2119

Illicit Discharge is... Illegal Dumping
• Illegal dumping in streets or ditches might include:
 • Trash, appliances, carpet, construction materials
 • Grass clippings and leaves 
 • Waste water from carpet cleaning trucks
 • Run off from Power Washing companies
 • Concrete wash out from small projects (such as fence 
    installation)
 • Dry wall mud in streets

What to look for 
• Water flowing in storm sewer pipes during dry times:
 • Could be groundwater seepage
 • Could be illegal connections or dumping
• Mysterious looking outputs in a storm pond, stream, or lake

Thank you for protecting clean water!

Why does it matter? 
 Stormwater can carry pollution and chemicals directly into  
 ditches and storm drains which connect to lakes, rivers and  
 streams. It is up to you to protect clean water. 

Recent workshops for EMWREP partners

Welcome new EMWREP partners!
Four new cities have joined the East Metro Water Resource Education Program:
 Hugo
 Oakdale
 Oak Park Heights
 St. Paul Park



Water Conservation at Century College

Jenn is working with a designer at Grain Studio to 
develop water conservation messages in both print 
media and digital media. They will be distributed to 
the Century College community via bulletin boards, 
Facebook, Twitter, the student App, and television 
monitors throughout campus. In the fall, Jenn will 
work with the sustainability committee to connect 
with students and develop additional conservation 
practices. This is a special project funded by 
Washington County. 

Cool New Education Projects

NAVIGATE St. Croix - Bringing art and nature together

How do you tell your community’s story?

Art and nature inspire a unique way of life in the St. Croix Valley. We are connected to the land, the 
history, and the people. In the St. Croix Valley, the water is clean, the art is immersive, and we share 
the abundance. Here you are renewed by the river and return the favor.

For the past few months, Angie has been participating in a local initiative led by ArtReach St. Croix 
and Arts Midwest to connect local artists with environmental professionals. Over the course of five 
meetings, we are developing a shared vision for how we can use arts and nature to strengthen 
community connections, build a sense of place, create new opportunities for tourism, protect land 
and water resources, and nurture the local economy. In addition to creating a network of citizens, 
artists, scientists, educators and community organizations, we are dreaming up fun and creative 
ways to help people connect with arts and nature in their communities. 

What if there were art installations along the St. Croix River that you could only see from the water? 
What if there were a system of canoe, kayak and bike rentals throughout the Valley (think Nice Ride) 
so that people could easily explore land and water trails? What if you could attend a poetry slam at 
your local nature center, or learn to sculpt clay at a regional park? 

Stay tuned for more information as the project wraps up this summer!
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Brown’s Creek Watershed • Carnelian Marine - St. Croix Watershed  
Comfort Lake - Forest Lake Watershed • Cottage Grove • Dellwood  
Forest Lake • Grant • Hugo • Lake Elmo • Middle St. Croix Watershed • 
Newport • Oakdale • Oak Park Heights • Ramsey - Washington Metro 
Watershed • Rice Creek Watershed • Stillwater • St. Paul Park • 
South Washington Watershed • Valley Branch Watershed • Willernie  
West Lakeland • Woodbury • Washington Conservation District • Washington County

Questions?
Contact Angie Hong, EMWREP coordinator, 651-330-8220 x.35 or angie.hong@mnwcd.org


