
Green Congregations Case Study:
Woodbury Community Church

Practices:
~ Raingardens

Benefits:
~ Reduces runoff to the 
Mississippi River
~ Removes pollutants
~ Reduces flooding on 
the field 
~ Provides attractive and 
welcoming landscaping
~ Educates members and 
the public about water 
pollution

Partners:
~ Woodbury Community 
Church 
~South Washington 
Watershed District 
~ Washington 
Conservation District
~Minnesota 
Conservation Corps 

Installed by: 
~Minnesota 
Conservation Corps 
~All-Weather Services 

Watershed:
~South Washington

Project: This project happened 
almost by accident. During 
a targeted neighborhood 
outreach members of Woodbury 
Community Church received an 
invitation for an informational 
meeting even though they were 
technically outside the project 
area. Their interest was piqued, 
however, and they qualified for a 
Green Churches Grant, allowing 
them to install one large and 
two small raingardens on their 
property. 

Above: The raingarden at Woodbury Community 
Church nearing the end of its first growing season. 

Above: Location of Woodbury 
Community Church, 2975 Pioneer Dr.  

Below: Jane Boyd, left, and Sue 
Drehmel, right, (not pictured: Viv 
Nelson), the members of WCC who 
championed this project. 



Above: Native flowers in bloom at Woodbury 
Community Church. 

Woodbury Comunity Church



Above: Boundary of the South Washington 
Watershed District.  



Green Congregations Case Study:
Woodbury Community Church

Project Completed:  
Summer & Fall 2013

Project Costs:
$ 11,822* Total project 
cost

*Woodbury Community 
Church recieved a Green 
Churches Grant which 
reimbursed 75 %  of the 
cost from the Clean Water 
Land & Legacy Fund, 
the remaining 25% was 
reimbursed through the  
SWWD Cost-Share program

Statistics:
~ Raingarden #1 - 2100 sf
~ Raingarden #2 - 630 sf
~ Raingarden #3 - 230 sf

~ The plantings have a 
35,000 sf lawn drainage 
area with 28,250 sf of 
impervious surfaces 
(parking lot and 
sidewalks). 

~ The project was 
designed to capture 
runoff from a 1-in rain.

Woodbury Community Church had 
35,000 square feet of high-maintenance 
turfgrass and a ditch forming from excess 
rainwater runoff. 

Installation was challenging for 
this project as 2013 saw a late and 
remarkably wet spring. 

Volunteer members of the Minnesota 
Conservation Corps helped with much of 
the installation. 

 This 2100 square foot raingarden has 
over 500 native plants with deep roots to 
infiltrate water. 

WCC Raingarden Dedication Ceremony, 
appropriately, in the rain. Many churches 
choose to hold such ceremonies. 

In 2008, Minnesota Voter’s passed 
the Clean Water, Land & Legacy 
Amendment, which increased the state 
sales tax 3/8ths of 1% and allocated 33% 
of the revenue to a clean water fund. It is 
from this that the WCD was able to offer 
the Green Churches Grant. 

For info: Jenn Radtke, 651-275-1136 x 44, jradtke@mnwcd.org


