
Washington Conservation District

Conservation Connections

“When folks call the WCD for help, they are often 
interested in fixing a specific problem,” said WCD 
District Engineer Peter Young. “But for horse and 
livestock owners there are some simple ways to 
improve operations and protect water quality, even 
if there are no readily observable problems.” An 
important first step is to evaluate how rain and 
snowmelt travels off of roofs, paddocks, feeders and 
manure piles on the property. 

Roof runoff: Even a small roof can produce runoff 
that causes undesirable muddy areas around 
outbuildings. By directing rain and snowmelt away 
from paddocks and manure piles, property owners 
can reduce mud and ensure that water doesn’t pick 
up soil and manure particles and carry them to 
surface water. Gutters are often not an option, but 
many landowners solve the problem with a rock 
trench with a drain tile at the roof’s drip line. Subtle 
diversion berms (mounds of soil) or channels offer 
other solutions.

Manure management: Large buffers of vegetation 
between manure storage areas and surface water 
will keep water clean — and just moving a manure 
pile can make a large difference. Compost bins are 

another effective strategy, and create a free source of 
fertilizer. Property owners can manage animal use of 
the land with more precision by providing a fenced 
and defined watering point or using a small pump 
and water trough system. 

Feeding locations and paddocks: Any area where 
manure accumulates or where vegetation cannot be 
maintained year-round can be considered a feedlot 
under Minnesota Pollution Control Agency rules. 
Directing water away from paddocks and other 
bare soil areas prevents mud and possible water 
pollution and buffers of vegetation are also helpful. 
Some landowners may even decide to relocate their 
feeding areas or paddocks to improve land use. 

“By adopting a few simple and effective site 
management techniques, livestock owners can 
improve water quality and achieve other benefits 
without breaking the bank,” said WCD District 
Manager Jay Riggs.”

WCD staff members are always available to conduct 
free site visits with landowners who are thinking 
of installing a project or adjusting management 
strategies to improve water quality!
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Livestock and Clean Water
Washington County is home to a large number of horses — and horse owners. Most horse 
owners are doing an excellent job of managing their property in a way that protects water 
quality. Washington Conservation District (WCD) can help interested landowners do 
more, and improve the efficiency at the same time!

Washington County’s large livestock population is 
primarily horses kept on large lots with plenty of room 
for grazing.

When cows, horses and other livestock are given 
unlimited access to water bodies, it can lead to pollution 
problems. 

AttentiOn 
rurAl lAnDOWnerS

WCD is identifying and prioritizing water quality 
improvement projects in the rural portion of 
Washington County that drains directly to Lake 
St. Croix. If you are in Denmark, West Lakeland, 
Baytown or Afton, and have a potential project 
in mind, give us a call. And yes, dedicated project 
funding is available!

Thank you to everyone who helped make our 
tree seedling and rain barrel programs a success. 
Our wet spring brought much needed rain for 
both items. Pictured here are WCD Supervisor 
John Rheinberger and Stillwater resident Mike 
Polehna.
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StAff upDAte:

WCD is already out 
monitoring the county’s lakes 
and streams. Each year our 
staff, along with numerous 
volunteers, analyze water 
chemistry, check clarity and 
conduct “continuous flow 
monitoring” that provides 
an excellent picture of 
Washington County’s water 
quality. The data helps 
us identify water-related 
problems — and solutions — 
and offers vital educational 
information. For more 
information, visit the WCD 
website and click on “Water.”
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graduate degree in Animal Ecology and experience 
as a water quality technician at Mississippi State 
University, Katie brings great skills to her position. 

Mandy Swearingen (left) is a new conservation 
apprentice through the Minnesota Conservation 
Corps. Mandy has worked in the Como Zoo 
horticulture department and recently graduated 
from the University of Minnesota with a B.S. in 
Environmental Science Policy and Management. 
Welcome Katie and Mandy!

Katie Berndt 
(right) joined 
WCD as a new 
seasonal water 
monitoring 
employee. With 
an under-
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Why do turtles cross the road?

pArtnerS in COnServAtiOn 

Brown’s Creek Watershed District
Brown’s Creek Watershed District (BCWD) oversees a 
30-square mile area that includes the Cities of Oak Park 
Heights, Grant, Hugo, Lake Elmo and Stillwater along 
with portions of May and Stillwater Townships. With 
many rapidly urbanizing areas, BCWD is working hard to 
prevent stormwater pollution from both new and existing 
developments.

Testing shows that shallow lakes and Brown’s Creek, a 
designated trout stream, are suffering from declining water 
quality. To protect these and other water resources, BCWD 
has teamed with WCD to conduct a wide range of projects. 

The photos at right showcase two large-scale efforts. 
Smaller projects have added up too. In the past three years 
alone, more than 50 homeowners have participated in the 
BCWD grant program. The projects have combined to keep 
30 pounds of phosphorous from flowing into local waters, 
preventing approximately 15,000 pounds of algae.

Because there is work to be done to improve water quality 
in the more rural areas of the District as well, BCWD 
recently launched a new grant program specifically for  
rural landowners. To see if your project qualifies, call  
651-275-1136 x26. Or stop in…we partner so well that  
we even share an office.

Thank you to the Brown’s Creek Watershed District for 
your conservation efforts!
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Conservation Quiz? ?

What is this?
A. R3D3
B. Electric beverage cooler
C. Isco water sampler

C. This devise can be programmed to collect 
water samples from a lake or river at specified 
times. The samples are analyzed for nutrients 
and toxins and can help identify how pollutants 
flow into the water body during a storm event. 
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19th Annual St. Croix Valley Garden Tour: Stillwater, Lake Elmo & Oakdale
Coordinated by FamilyMeans, co-sponsored by WCD. July 16 & 17, 10am-4pm; $15.  
www.familymeans.org 

St. Croix River Paddle: Solon Springs to Prescott, WI
A canoe journey to celebrate 100 years of the St. Croix River Association, July 5-22. Join in 
as the paddle passes through Washington County July 17-22, for an arts-focused candlelight 
march over the Stillwater Bridge at sunset on July 18, or for the closing celebration at  
Freedom Park in Prescott. www.scrapaddle.org 

Artful Rain Garden Exhibit: Phipps Center for the Arts in Hudson 
On display through July 24, 9am-4:30pm; free. http://artfulraingarden.net

Save the Fish…and then Eat ‘Em! St. Croix Valley bars and restaurants
Throughout July, WCD, St. Croix River Association, JJ Taylor Companies and Lift Bridge 
Brewery will distribute drink coasters that promote clean water. www.stcroix360.com 

Washington County Fair: Lake Elmo
Visit WCD and local watershed districts, tour the Master Gardeners’ outdoor area and check 
out our four demonstration raingardens built in 2006. Aug. 3- 7.  
www.washingtoncountyfair.org

Minnesota State Fair: St. Paul
Visit Blue Thumb in the Eco Experience building, visit the WaterShed Partners in the Minnesota 
DNR building and tour the Green Street. Aug. 25 – Sept. 5. www.mnstatefair.org. 

Wild Ones Native Plant Sale: Washington County Fairgrounds – Lake Elmo 
Sept. 17, 10am-2pm at the fairgrounds pavilion building. http://for-wild.org/chapters/scos/ 

Summer Events
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<   Stillwater Country Club 
contacted BCWD because 
of drainage problems on 
their golf course. With 
Clean Water Legacy grant 
funding and design by the 
WCD, BCWD installed 
12 projects in 2010, 
significantly reducing the 
amount of water, nutrients 
and sediment flowing 
into Brown’s Creek and 
the St. Croix River. This 
photo shows a large swale 
installed to direct runoff 
from the golf course.

<   The Washington 
County Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority 
(HRA) was looking to redo 
the parking lots and correct 
drainage problems at the 
Ann Bodlovick property. 
With design by WCD, the 
BCWD cost-shared with 
the HRA to install a series 
of raingardens, including 
the one pictured here. The 
gardens treat almost all of 
the water leaving the site, 
capturing nearly 15 pounds 
of phosphorous.

Turtles and other critters are on the move this time 
of year, working to complete their breeding and 
nesting activities. Local roads bisect many lake and 
wetland habitats, so please keep an eye out for 
turtles as you drive! If you see a stranded turtle, like 
the painted turtle pictured here, consider carrying 
it across. Be sure to move the turtle in the direction 
it was heading. And be careful of snapping turtles: 
they bite! 

viSit uS At the 
WAShingtOn COunty fAir, 

AuguSt 3 – 7! 


