
Washington Conservation District

Conservation Connections
Fall 2013

Our new office is within the Ramsey-
Washington Metro Watershed District 
(RWMWD) and much of the stormwater from 
our property flows to a nearby wetland that 
eventually drains to Battle Creek. 

Earlier this spring, RWMWD staff visited the 
new office and together we identified ways 
we could better capture and filter stormwater 
and take other steps to be good watershed 
stewards. We identified concept plans for 
improvements, and applied for and received a 
grant from the Watershed District’s Stormwater 
Best Management Practices (BMP) Incentive 
Program for commercial, institutional and 
government properties. 

Our next step is to develop a final design for 
modifying the existing landscape focusing 
on the west side of the property. Through an 
in-house design charrette we brainstormed 
additional stormwater BMP ideas, including 
additional parking built in “pervious pavers” 
that allow rain and snowmelt to seep into 
the ground, a tree trench, native plantings 
and a raingarden. Construction is slated for 
completion by August 2014. 

“The new WCD office also houses several  
other water agencies,” said WCD administrator 
Jay Riggs. “Our vision is to make the building 
a true Conservation Center – and that brings 
a responsibility to model conservation best 
practices.” 

Call or email if you live in Washington County 
and are interested in receiving a free site visit for 
your residential property or commercial business. 

Washington Conservation District (WCD) 
Board of Supervisors

Bob Rosenquist, District 1 
Jim Levitt, District 2 
John Rheinberger, District 3 
Louise Smallidge, District 4 
George Weyer, District 5

Office Staff 
Call us at 651-275-1136 or visit the staff page of our  
website – www.mnwcd.org – for e-mail addresses.
Jay Riggs, District Manager, ext. 20
Shari Larkin, Administrative Specialist, ext. 27
Erik Anderson, Water Resource Specialist, ext. 32
Jed Chesnut, Wetland Specialist, ext. 25
Matt Downing, Senior Water Resource Technician, ext. 29
Wendy Griffin, Natural Resource Specialist, ext. 24
Angie Hong, Water Resource Education Specialist, ext. 35
Mike Isensee, Watershed Specialist & Middle St. Croix  
  WMO Administrator, ext. 22
Karen Kill, Water Resource Specialist & Brown’s Creek  
  Watershed District Administrator, ext. 26
Adam King, Water Resource Senior Technician, ext. 23
Tara Kline, Natural Resource Specialist, ext. 28
James Landini, Water Resource Engineer, ext. 21
Mark Ostby, Seasonal Water Monitoring Technician, ext. 37
Bryan Pynn, Senior Watershed Restoration Technician, ext. 36
Jennifer Radtke, Education Assistant, ext. 44
Andy Schilling, Watershed Restoration Specialist, ext. 43
Mike Schumann, Seasonal BMP Technician, ext. 45
Jessica Thiel, Senior Water Resource/GIS Technician, ext. 30

New Office, New Conservation Opportunities
Washington Conservation District (WCD) is committed to “walking the talk” on 
managing stormwater runoff and improving natural resources. Since moving to 
a new office in Oakdale, we have been busily planning how we can modify the 
landscape around our building to model best practices.

Staff UpDate

WCD is taking steps to protect the wetland area you can 
see east of our new office.

WCD welcomes Mike 
Isensee, who will serve 
as the administrator for 
the Middle St. Croix 
Watershed Management 
Organization. Mike 
has a B.S. from Winona 
State University and 
served as a Peace Corps 
Program Advisor for the 
Slovak Environmental 

Agency. Since 2004 he has worked as an 
Urban Conservationist for Dakota County 
Soil and Water Conservation District where 
he collaborated with local governments and 
landowners to finance, design, install and 
maintain conservation projects.

The St. Croix’s outstanding natural beauty, diverse wildlife and 
unique natural resources inspired federal leaders to designate it 
one of the nation’s first “Wild and Scenic” rivers. Unfortunately, 
since 2008 the St. Croix’s water has been deemed “impaired” due 
to high levels of phosphorus that create unhealthy conditions for 
people and aquatic life. 

Research shows that approximately 80% of the phosphorus in 
the St. Croix River comes from unregulated sources, including 
erosion along stream banks and river bluffs and runoff from 
agricultural lands, small towns and rural residential areas. 

Two years ago, the WCD identified 50 locations in southern 
Washington County where stormwater runoff and erosion were 
sending the most phosphorus to the St. Croix River. Then, with 
funding from the St. Croix River Association, WCD staff worked 
with landowners to begin fixing these problem spots, all of which 
were on rural and agricultural lands. 

To date, WCD has worked with five rural landowners in Afton 
and Denmark Township to install sediment basins that slow 
down rain runoff, reduce erosion and filter out pollutants. All of the sediment basins were built 
upstream of eroding gullies that were previously sending large amounts of phosphorous-laden 
sediment downstream to the St. Croix River. Together, the five projects will keep 163 pounds of 
phosphorus out of the river each year, which is the equivalent of 81,500 pounds  
of algae. 

In the coming years, the WCD will continue to leverage state and local dollars to help rural and 
agricultural landowners install sediment basins and other practices that help to keep soil and 
nutrients on the land and out of our lakes and rivers. To learn more about potential projects for your 
agricultural land, contact Adam King at 651-275-1136 x.23 or adam.king@mnwcd.org. 

Protecting the St. Croix One Agricultural Project at a Time
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Last fall, we reported the sad news that our 2013 
tree sale would be our last, due to the planned 
closing of the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) tree nurseries. Thanks to a 
law passed this summer, the DNR nurseries will 
be allowed to continue – and WCD is pleased to 
offer our 40th Annual Tree Sale in 2014. 

A tree order form is enclosed – be sure to submit 
your orders early for the best selection. Trees 
are sold bare root and come in bundles of 25 
for $35. Most species are native to our region, 
although we are selling Norway spruce and 
lilacs, which are popular species that provide 
winter shelter for wildlife. A bird packet is also 
available with five each of six bird-friendly tree 
species (30 trees total) for $50. Pick up your pre-
ordered trees Fri., April 25, 8am-8pm and Sat., 
April 26, 8am-noon at the Washington County 
Fairgrounds.

In August, a visitor at Kinnickinnic 
State Park took this alarming photo of 
the St. Croix River awash in DayGlo 
green from an algae bloom caused 
by too much phosphorus in the water. 
Though the bloom was short-lived, 
the impacts of excess phosphorous 
have been a long-term problem.

Polluted stormwater will no longer 
wash through this muddy gully and into 
Kelle’s Creek and the St. Croix River, 
thanks to a new sediment basin. WCD 
staff, including Adam King pictured 
here, worked with property owner 
Grant Wiessner to plan and install the 
basin as part of our larger efforts to 
reduce phosphorous pollution to the 
St. Croix. 

It’S BaCk! 
the WCD tree Sale lIveS On.



Conservation Quiz?

?

What is this?
a) I can’t see anything. 
b) Is there something in that vial?
c) A tiny, transparent freshwater jellyfish. 

Answer: c) While collecting water samples 
from Sylvan (Halfbreed) Lake in northern 
Washington County, WCD monitoring staff 
observed thousands of tiny, translucent jellyfish 
in the water. None were larger than a quarter 
and most were much smaller. It turns out that 
freshwater jellyfish occur sporadically in waters 
across Minnesota, though they spend most of 
their lives in a non-descript “stalk-like” state. 
Luckily, they don’t cause problems in our lakes 
–they are too small to sting people and don’t 
impact fish populations or other animals.
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The WCD is selling bundles of bare 
root trees for conservation and 
habitat projects. Order now for  
pick-up in the spring! See enclosed 
form for details. 

It’s tree Sale  
Order time! 

Drain tile inlets are an important water quality tool that can be 
used by businesses, farms, parks and cities. The Hickenbottom® 
drain tile WCD’s James Landini is holding here can be found 
on a former farm field converted to prairie in the Lake Elmo 
Regional Park and Preserve. The inlet is used in conjunction with 
a sediment basin. The basin catches any sediment washed down 
by rainwater and the inlet then allows only clean, filtered water 
to slowly drain through. “It is a valuable tool for both improving 
water quality and controlling water quantity,” says James, “and 
the bright orange color is fun yet very practical – it’s easy to spot, 
so that tractors don’t run into it.” 

partnerS In COnServatIOn 

Charles Johnson chosen for 2013 
Outstanding Conservationist award

Charles Johnson, owner of Denmark Township’s 
Whistling Well Farm, is a model landowner and 
member of the conservation community.

Through the years he has worked with the WCD 
and Natural Resource Conservation Service to install 
many conservation practices on his property – from  
grassed waterways that direct rainwater flowing off 

his fields, to windbreaks that keep the soil on the 
land. He has put in sediment control basins, and 
enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program, a US 
Department of Agriculture program that encourages 
farmers to plant vegetative cover on erodible or 
ecologically sensitive areas. 

Charles invites groups of elementary school children 
to come and learn about the farm. He wrote “Emmy 
of Whistling Well Farm,” a children’s book that he 
reads, as well as donates, to the school children. As a 
participant in the Farm to School program with the 
South Washington School District he offers apples 
while reading his book to kids. 

Whistling Well Farm adopted a highway and 
is responsible for cleaning up 10 miles of road 
ditch. He has worked with the Minnesota Farmers 
Union to host a beginning farmers workshop, and 
is on the board of the local farmers markets and 
the Minnesota Grown board along with serving 
as president of the Minnesota Apple Growers 
Association. 

Charles has shown a dedication to conservation, 
managing his property to protect our water and 
natural resources – and the Minnesota Association 
of Soil and Water Conservation District agrees, 
awarding him the 2013 Outstanding Conservationist 
Award. Congratulations and thank you for all you 
do, Charles. You will be a leader in conservation for 
years to come.

this summer, the 
Minnesota Conservation 
Corps spent 100 
ten-hour days in 
Washington County 
working on projects 
with WCD – building 
and maintaining rain 
gardens and supporting 
other projects to protect 
our land and water. to 
learn more, visit http://
conservationcorps.org/
annual-report.

Street Sweeping Workshop for public works employees – Tuesday, Nov. 26, 8-10:30am 
at the WCD office in Oakdale. Contact Angie Hong for more information –  
651-275-1136 x.35, angie.hong@mnwcd.org.

Annual Protecting the St. Croix Conference – Tuesday, April 8, 8am-5pm at UW River 
Falls. Watch for details at www.stcroixriverassociation.org. 

Tree Pick-up – Friday, April 25, 8am-8pm and Sat., April 26, 8am-noon at the 
Washington County Fairgrounds in Lake Elmo.Pre-order trees through the WCD  
with the enclosed form. 

Calendar of Events


