
“Planting a tree can make a big difference, particularly when you pick your species and location with the
environment in mind,” said Washington Conservation District (WCD) Administrator Jay Riggs.

Planting for wildlife: Trees provide shelter, food and nesting habitat. With a little research, you can plant to
attract specific wildlife species. Planting groups of three to seven trees in a small cluster can be particularly
valuable. When the branches intertwine, they offer protective cover and a structure to build nests, while
allowing enough sunlight to support fruit or seeds. Leaving a dead tree in place provides food for
woodpeckers and warblers, and nesting cavities for chickadees and bluebirds. (If a dead tree had Dutch elm
disease or oak wilt it should be removed.)

Conserving energy: More than twenty years of research shows that deciduous trees can significantly reduce heat
gain in houses, particularly if they are planted on the west side of the dwelling. Use trees that reach their peak leaf
coverage during the hot summer but allow light penetration during cooler times of the year. Ash or honeylocust
are two good choices. Evergreens, oaks or other trees with persistent leaves may provide energy savings in

summer, but will block the warming sunlight in cold weather. For
more energy-related tips, visit www.extension.umn.edu/
Environment/00013.pdf

Reducing wind damage: Conservation districts have planted
shelterbelts (also known as windbreaks) since the 1930s to
reduce wind-generated erosion. A properly designed shelterbelt
will deflect the wind upward, leaving a large “wind shadow” —
a zone where the air will remain calm and retain more moisture
in the soil and vegetation. Shelterbelts may take a few years to
become fully effective — and they need renovation after they
reach maturity. Many of Washington County’s shelterbelts could
benefit from some replanting.

Improving water quality: Leafy tree canopies intercept rain and
snow, allowing water to evaporate back into the atmosphere or
gently drip to the ground where it is drawn up into the tree’s root
system. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 100
mature tree crowns intercept about 100,000 gallons of rainfall per
year — reducing stormwater runoff pollution and keeping our water
cleaner. Many trees have large root systems that hold soil together
and prevent erosion. As they grow, trees also absorb nutrients that
might otherwise wash into and pollute adjacent waters. For these
reasons WCD and many conservation-minded landowners use trees
as “buffers” along lakes and streams in the county.

STAFF UPDATE

Erik Anderson is now leading
WCD’s water monitoring
program. Erik has worked
with the WCD since 2002,
playing an integral role in
countywide water monitoring
and providing assistance for

management of water resources. Erik received
his B.S. in Conservation Resource Management
from UW-River Falls. His phone extension is
the same as always – 32.

Rachel Kuykendall is
working as a Seasonal Water
Monitoring Technician this
fall to monitor lakes and
streams in Washington
County. Rachel attended
Gustavus Adolphus College

and received a B.A. in Geography with a minor
in Environmental Studies. Welcome to our
team, Rachel!

Washington Conservation District
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Office Staff

Call us at 651.275.1136 or visit the staff page of our
website – www.mnwcd.org – for e-mail addresses.

Jay Riggs, District Manager, ext. 20
Shari Larkin, Administrative Assistant, ext. 27
Erik Anderson, Senior Water Resource Technician, ext. 32
Jessica Thiel, Water Resource/GIS Technician, ext. 30
Amy Carolan, Natural Resource Specialist/
MSCWMO Administrator, ext. 22
Matt Downing, Water Resource Technician, ext 29
Wendy Griffin, Natural Resource Specialist, ext. 24
Angie Hong, Water Resource Education Specialist, ext. 35
Karen Kill, Brown’s CreekWatershed District Administrator, ext. 26
Rusty Schmidt, Natural Resource Specialist, ext. 36
Jyneen Thatcher, Wetland Specialist. ext. 25
Peter Young, Engineering Specialist, ext. 21

Trees: More than Just a Pretty Face
Trees are known for their natural beauty. But even as we admire the blaze of gold and

orange in our autumn landscape, carefully planted trees are providing vital services —

offering wildlife habitat, reducing erosion, saving energy and improving water quality.

Washington Conservation District

Conservation Connections

PROVIDING QUALITY TECHNICAL AND EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES IN WASHINGTON COUNTY SINCE 1942.

1380 West Frontage Road / Highway 36 / Stillwater, MN 55082 / 651.275.1136 / www.mnwcd.org

FALL 2008

< Trees at Work on the Washington County Landscape

Did you know…..
WCD worked with seven watershed
organizations to design and install 18 water
quality improvement projects using Best
Management Practices (BMPs) in 2008 to date.
An additional 32 projects are slated for
completion by the end of the year — and 45
projects are approved, designed and ready for
installation next summer.

IT’S TREE ORDERING TIME!
Just fill out the enclosed form or download it at:
www.mnwcd.org/land_trees.php
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Typical pathways
for forest rainfall.
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WCD no longer plants trees for you — but we
still sell them! Check out the enclosed form for
the trees available, including some species we’ve
never offered before. You can also find the form
online at: www.mnwcd.org/land_trees.php

Looking for information about water
quality and natural resource restoration
in Washington County? Visit us in the
Valley Ridge Mall, check out our
website (www.mnwcd.org) or call
651.275.1136, ext. 27.!

>> TREE ORDER FORM ENCLOSED! <<

Bruce Swenson’s commitment to conservation dates back more than 50
years when, as a child, he noticed erosion on his family’s cow trail along
the Goose Lake bluff. With guidance from the Future Farmers of America
and seedlings from the Washington Soil and Water Conservation District
(now WCD), he re-routed the cattle and planted a mix of spruce and pine
to stabilize the bank.

Bruce’s father and grandfather before him had planted trees and installed
other soil and water protection practices on the family’s New Scandia
Township farm. When he took over, Bruce continued the tradition of
conservation, using new strategies as the farm changed from vegetables, to
dairy, to row crops and hay fields.

When he began to transition out of farming, Bruce recognized the benefits
of restoring two wetlands on former farm fields. After obtaining the needed
approvals, Bruce worked with a private consultant and the WCD staff to
remove the old drain tile connecting the wetlands to the lake and establish
a wetland mitigation bank, under local and state regulatory programs. The
wetlands help protect Goose Lake and will provide an amenity for future
landowners. Today, as he subdivides the land for residential lots, Bruce is
preserving open space for parkland, protecting natural areas and
designating some of his property as protected agricultural land. The
residential development includes new trees and areas for capturing and
filtering stormwater.
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PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION

Washington County is home to some of the best
lakes in the Twin Cities. In fact, nine of the
Metropolitan Area’s ten clearest lakes are located
here: Little Carnelian, Square, Jane, Big Carnelian,
Sylvan/Halfbreed, West Boot, Elmo, Big Marine
and Sunset.

Monitoring is an important part of tracking lake
health and sets the stage for protection. Between
April and October, WCD and local watershed
districts measure lake transparency using Secchi
disc readings, and we collect water samples that we
test for nutrients and other qualities. We use this
data to develop a A-F “grade” for each lake using
the Metropolitan Council’s Citizen-Assisted
Monitoring Program (CAMP) system. This grading
system allows for comparisons in lake water quality
across the seven-county Metropolitan Area.

Why are our lakes so clean? Surrounding land uses,
lake usage and watershed size are all factors. With
the cooperation of lake citizens and lake users,
WCD demonstrates a continuous effort towards
lake stewardship in Washington County.

For more information — including the list of best
and worst lakes over 50 acres — visit
www.metrocouncil.org/environment/RiversLakes/
Lakes/Lake_Summary_Report_2007_WEB.pdf
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Bruce Swenson

In recognition of his — and his family’s — long-term
commitment to applying conservation measures on
his land, Bruce has been nominated as the
Outstanding Conservationist to represent Washington
County for 2008. Congratulations Bruce!

C.Treebarsaresteppedintothegroundlike
ashoveltoopenaslitforplantingbareroot
treeseedlings.Youcanorderoneonthe
enclosedformanditwillbereadyforpick-up
inlatespringalongwithyourseedlingorder.

FOCUS ON: Lake Water Quality Monitoring

Lilypads are signs of good water
quality — and they help remove
excess nutrients from the water.

What is this?
A. An orange pogo stick

B. A new-fangled barbell

C. Tree planting bar

Conservation Quiz
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