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Founded in response to the dust bowl of the 1930s,
much of WCD’s early work focused on helping
farmers create windbreaks, stabilize eroding gullies
and install trees and plants to slow erosion. These
efforts not only conserved soil and improved farm
production, they provided habitat and benefitted
water quality.

“When you reduce soil erosion and prevent
sediment-laden runoff from flowing off the land,
you prevent water pollution,” said WCD
Engineering Specialist Pete Young.  Phosphorus is a
component of soil and very difficult to remove once
it reaches our lakes and streams. A top concern in
many local waters, phosphorous causes algae
blooms and other problems. 

The Clean Water Act requires lakes and rivers to be
tested for phosphorous and other pollutants. If
waters are found to be polluted, local agencies must
establish and implement a cleanup plan. Numerous
Washington County lakes and streams — and the
St. Croix River — have been deemed “impaired” by
phosphorous and cleanup efforts are underway.  

In addition to conducting much of the water quality
testing for watershed districts across the county,
WCD is working in rural areas to identify specific
target areas and projects that can achieve needed
pollutant reductions. 

“Rural landowners may soon find that they are
located in a target area, meaning that implementing
a project on their land will be cost-effective and
directly benefit the receiving water,” said WCD
District Manager Jay Riggs. “With limited private
and public funding for conservation practices,

targeting the best projects where they will do the
most good is essential.”

Most of the county’s land is privately held and
WCD depends on the voluntary conservation efforts
of landowners to help improve water quality and
increase wildlife habitat. Potential projects include
planting native prairies along lakes and streams,
stabilizing steep slopes and eroding gullies, restoring
wetlands, planting trees, better managing manure
and improving feedlot runoff treatment.  

For more information on WCD’s work with rural
landowners, contact Pete Young.

Rural Land and Water Quality
When the Washington Conservation District (WCD) was created 68 years ago, farming
was the primary land use and loss of topsoil was a big problem. While there are fewer
farms today —  and modern farming practices have reduced soil loss — rural and
agricultural lands remain central to the health of our environment.

WATER MONITORING IS UNDERWAY!

WCD’s water
resource staff is
busy monitoring
63 lakes
throughout
Washington
County for total
phosphorus,
chlorophyll-a

(algae), water clarity, temperature and dissolved
oxygen. Land uses, plant and wildlife
communities, lake levels and activities in the
watershed all impact the lake water quality. The
information collected each year by the WCD is
designed to achieve a better understanding of
factors affecting the health of each lake, and set
the stage for making changes where possible. 

NEW FACES AT WCD!

Welcome seasonal employees!
Tara Kline (right) joins us
as a Seasonal Natural
Resource BMP Technician.
In addition to working at
WCD, Tara works for
Metro Blooms part-time.
Tara earned her B.S. in
Landscape Architecture

from South Dakota State University and
previously worked for the US Geological Survey
as a botany assistant on the Missouri River.
Sarah Panzer Wein (left) is a current graduate
student in the University of Minnesota Water
Resources Science Department, studying how
households’ sociodemographic characteristics
affect their landscape management. Sarah is
working as a Water Quality Monitoring
Technician with WCD until November of this

year. 

Todd Udvig joins the WCD
as the Wetland Specialist. He
has extensive experience in
wetlands and natural
resources, and is certified as
a Wetland Delineator, Tree
Inspector and Professional
Soil Scientist. Todd is excited

about the new opportunities and challenges this
position will offer.

The WCD is partnering on several programs to
help landowners develop site plans to enhance
songbird habitat along the St. Croix River.
Most projects focus on removing invasive
species, such as buckthorn
and garlic mustard, to
encourage the regrowth of a
diverse native plant mix.
Habitat improvements often
have water quality benefits
too, because long-rooted
native plants stabilize soil,
filter water and slow erosion.

Activities on rural and agricultural land can have a large
impact on water quality. Fencing to keep livestock out of
ponds and streams may qualify for cost share funding.
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WASHINGTON COUNTY LAND COVER

HELPING WILDLIFE AND MORE

Urban and residential areas are growing, but
Washington County still includes many
agricultural lands. Land cover, marked on the
map at left, includes:

Natural Land Cover (40%)

Agricultural Land Cover (20%)

Urban/Residential Land Cover (26%)

Water Features (14%)
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DON’T FORGET TO VISIT OUR BOOTH AT THE
WASHINGTON COUNTY FAIR, AUG 4-8, 2010! 

Lee Miller has lived on Long Lake in Stillwater for nearly 35 years. A
passionate enthusiast of the lake and its wildlife, Lee partners with the WCD
and Brown’s Creek Watershed District to take regular lake elevations and
precipitation readings. These historical records are invaluable tools for
uncovering water quality patterns. 

Lee also tracks the flocks of migrating songbirds that visit his property —
which includes native trees and bushes (purchased at the annual WCD tree
sale) that host the insects birds depend on for food. Overall, Lee works hard
to make his yard a welcoming place for the lake’s birds. “You can think about
doing other things with your yard rather than a garden with a lot of mulch,”
he said.

In 2008, after two years of planning, Lee and six of his neighbors restored
approximately 1,000 feet of shoreline, removing invasive reed canary grass
and planting a mix of native grasses and flowers. Half of the project was
funded by a grant from Brown’s Creek Watershed District. After two years,
the native plants are maturing. The deep-rooted plants help hold the shoreline
and keep the soil on the landscape, and filter runoff that flows into the lake.

Lee’s passion for Long Lake continues to be contagious. Brown’s Creek
Watershed District has worked with the City of Stillwater and two other
private properties to restore an additional 4,000 feet of Long Lake shoreline.

Thanks, Lee, for all that you do!
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PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION
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Lee Miller

A: The seeds of many prairie grasses and
wildflowers are fluffy, which allows them to
disburse naturally on the wind. The WCD
encourages planting prairie species because of their
long roots, which stabilize soil and filter water. 

What is this?
A. Prairie seeds

B. Mouse nest

C. Thor’s belly-button lint 

Conservation Quiz?
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When you clear buckthorn from the woods, something
wonderful happens: sunlight can reach ground layers,
freeing suppressed native plants like hepatica, trout lily
and bloodroot (pictured here). The native plants stabilize
the soil against erosion, which helps protect water quality
in nearby lakes and streams. Seemingly small
environmental improvement efforts start the ball rolling.
Read more inside, or contact the WCD to discuss how to
get started on your land.

Lee Miller with his precipitation gauge. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

18th Annual St. Croix Garden Tour 
July 17-18
A benefit for Family Means, this year's tour
will feature 2-3 sites with raingardens, porous
pavement and other water-friendly features.
www.familymeans.org > Events.

St. Croix River Awareness Week 
July 17-25
Coordinated by the St. Croix River
Association, the week’s activities include river
cleanups and community and educational
events. www.stcroixriverassociation.org.

Agricultural Producers Workshops
July 20 in Scandia and July 22 in 
southern Washington County (tentative)
Learn about new programs available for
agricultural producers in Washington County
that are interested in managing their land for
wildlife habitat and water quality. For more
information, contact wendy.griffin@mnwcd.org
or 651-275-1136 x 24.

A View from the St. Croix
July 21, 6-9 PM
WCD will again collaborate with the DNR,
local watersheds and others to conduct an “on
the water” workshop for local elected officials
and decision makers. For details contact
angie.hong@mnwcd.org or 651-275-1136 x 35.

Washington County Fair / Aug. 4-8
Join us at the Washington County Fair in
Building D. We will have a booth with
educational displays and information, as well
as the demonstration raingardens and
bioenergy planting plots outside.
www.washingtoncountyfair.org.

Minnesota State Fair / Aug. 26 - Sept. 6
While you're at the Great Minnesota Get-
Together, check out the Eco Experience, which
will feature a green street and Blue Thumb
gardening info, as well as the WaterShed
Partners booth in the Minnesota DNR
building. www.mnstatefair.org.


