
“Knowledge and inspiration are vital ingredients 
in environmental improvement and our education 
programs reach a broad diversity of people, from 
city staff and elected officials to private landowners 
and the general public,” said WCD Manager  
Jay Riggs. 

Individual meetings with landowners are the core 
of our adult education work. Meeting one-on-one, 
we can directly assess the land’s condition and offer 
specific information on projects with water quality 
and habitat benefits. While these education efforts 
once focused on agricultural concerns, such as 
livestock and crop management, we now offer more 
assistance for horse owners and urban landowners 
working to capture stormwater from roofs, roads 
and sidewalks. 

Partnering with local watershed districts, the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, the 
University of Minnesota and others, we provide 
education to elected officials and representatives 
from communities along the St. Croix River and 
across the county. WCD staff members are frequent 
speakers at state or regional conferences, and we 
assist college students through internships and by 
mentoring independent research projects. 

You can find our educational displays and activities 
at a wide range of events, including Metro 
Children’s Water Festival, Area IV Envirothon,  
Mill Stream Days and the Washington County Fair. 
At a recent DaVinci Fest, in Stillwater, for example, 
WCD gave children native grasses and wildflowers 
to start their own native gardens at home, and 
talked with the parents about concerns on  
their property. 

Recognizing the value of having a professional 
educator in place, in 2006, the WCD approached 

local watershed districts and cities about sharing 
a staffed education program. With many agencies 
contributing funds, the East Metro Water Resource 
Education Program was born and the project lead, 
Angie Hong, now coordinates a wealth of popular 
workshops and conferences, and produces brochures 
on water quality and other topics. 

Email and telephone support are particularly 
valuable ways to offer advice on smaller issues. 
“The phone calls we get often start as a single 
question, but expand into related concerns after our 
first response,” said WCD Administrative Assistant 
Shari Larkin. “A call about buckthorn is usually 
followed with a question about what to plant as 
replacement.” To address frequently asked questions 
we post a summary of management suggestions 
on our website with links to other sites for more 
information. 

For additional details on water and conservation-
focused education in the area, and a link to our 
popular East Metro Water Blog, visit www.mnwcd.
org/cleanwater.
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Education: A Key Conservation Activity
The Washington Conservation District (WCD) may be best known for our technical 

services and conservation projects, but education is also an important aspect of our 

work to enhance, protect and preserve the County’s natural resources. 

Tree Seedling and Rain Barrel News
If you’ve ordered tree seedlings or a rain barrel, 
come to the pickup event at the Washington 
County Fairgrounds April 27 (8am-7:30pm) and 
April 28 (8am-noon). If you haven’t made an 
order yet, there is still time! Visit www.mnwcd.org 
for an order form and species availability. While 
some seedlings may be available for sale on the 
day of pickup, don’t chance disappointment. We 
also anticipate selling out of our rain barrels so 
place your order today. For more information, call 
Wendy Griffin at 651-275-1136 ext. 24.

COngratS StillWater  
COuntry CluB!

The Stillwater 
Country Club re-
ceived the 2011 
“Community 
Conservationist 
Award” from 
the Minnesota 
Association of 
Soil and Water 
Conservation 
Districts and the 
Minnesota Pol-

lution Control Agency. This statewide award 
recognizes outstanding implementation of 
conservation practices in a community envi-
ronment. In partnership with Brown’s Creek 
Watershed District, the WCD designed and co-
ordinated the construction of eight raingardens 
and two prairie plantings at the golf course, 
capturing sediment and pollutants before they 
reach Brown’s Creek and the St. Croix River. A 
photo of this project was featured in the WCD’s 
Summer 2011 newsletter. Above, Paul Spilseth 
accepted the award, and a wildlife print, on 
behalf of the Stillwater Country Club.
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At this St. Croix 
River-focused 
educational 
event, WCD 
helped 
community 
leaders 
understand 
water quality 
issues and 
their own role 
in achieving 
improvements. W
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WCD’s work is expanding and so is our staff! 
Seasonal employees Tara Kline and Katie Wigen 
are now working full time as our Natural 
Resource BMP Technician and Water Resource 
Technician. We expect to hire seasonal staff later 
this spring.

Staff upDate

Washington County’s lakes, streams and other waters received important new support with 
$881,000 in state Clean Water, Land and Legacy Funds secured for improvements in 2012. 
Nearly half of this funding will be managed by WCD for specific water-related projects, 
with local Watershed Districts or management organizations overseeing other efforts. Much 
of the support will be used as cost share funding to landowners for water improvement 
projects in key areas. WCD will be providing technical assistance and outreach to prospective 
participants. Watch for announcements on our website, or through the East Metro Water 
Resource Education Program. 

Legacy Funds Boost Water Improvement Efforts

Our booth at the Washington County Fair provides great opportunities to talk with landowners about their concerns — and 
we have teamed with the Master Gardener program to create demonstration gardens on the fairgrounds. 
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WHAT WILL SPRING BRING? It’s difficult to predict, 
given recent droughts, but you can count on the 
WCD staff to be ready to begin monitoring lakes and 
streams as soon as ice is out. Visit our website for 
information on specific waterbodies — and if you 
are looking for early spring flowers, check along 
groundwater-fed streams where microclimates 
result in the earliest blooms. 

partnerS in COnServatiOn 

Stillwater area High School Biology 
and agriscience programs 
When Stillwater Area High School was being developed in the early 
1990s, planners had the foresight to acquire not just land for a  
building and athletic facilities, but an additional 55 acres of oak woods,  
wetlands and open fields that have become an active environmental 
learning center.

With early trail design and curriculum planning through the School 
Nature Area Project coordinated by St. Olaf College, the high school 
began use of the land as a vital hands-on conservation education 
resource. Teachers Sandy Pederson, Andy Weaver and Glen Boettcher 
make the property the basis of their field biology classes on the 
Minnesota biomes, using the prairie and forests as outdoor classrooms. 
The land is used for a program on the “Ecological Principles of the 
Arts,” which addresses the sensory aspects of the natural world. 
Students monitor wildlife and gain training in Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) and Global Positioning Systems (GPS) as they locate and 
map areas on the property. 

Guest lectures by WCD staff provide practical examples of how ecology 
is applied in the real world. “What the students learn on the high 
school property is exactly what we teach the adults – how native plant 
communities stabilize the land and protect our water resources,” said 
the WCD’s Wendy Griffin. “Those are the same issues that landowners 
throughout the county are facing.”

With support from the Stillwater Garden Club, Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources and a range of grant programs, teachers at the 

high school have secured supplies, tools and even a school greenhouse 
where students grow native prairie seedlings and annual bedding plants 
for selling to the public. 

WCD is pleased to be a partner with the environmental learning center 
and we benefit from its success at inspiring the next generation of 
conservationists. According to WCD’s own Matt Downing, a Stillwater 
Area High School alumnus, “If it weren’t for the school’s environmental 
learning center and volunteer stream monitoring, I might have ended up 
as a history major.” 

Thank you Stillwater Area High School for your commitment to 
environmental education and for stewarding the land and water of 
Washington County. 
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A crew from Conservation Corps of Minnesota has been clearing buckthorn from the 
woods at the Stillwater Area High School environmental learning center. Students will 
establish monitoring sites and document the changes as the land recovers, tracking 
which native species return.
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piCk up yOur treeS 
anD rain BarrelS 

april 27 & 28!

Conservation Quiz? ?

What is this?
A. Large clear stick
B. Power Ranger sword
C. Turbidity tube

C. To measure turbidity in streams, we collect 
water in this tube and measure the distance 
at which the gage is visible through the 
water column. It is similar to the secchi disk 
measurements taken on lakes, but modified to 
accommodate flowing water.

Afton Workshops: Afton City Hall
April 5, 7-8:30pm. Buckthorn Workshop. 

April 12, 7-8:30pm. Blue Thumb – Planting for Clean Water Workshop. 

Please register two days before each event. For more information, contact Wendy at  
651-275-1136 ext. 24 or wendy.griffin@mnwcd.org. 

Woodland Management Workshop: Wild Wings of Oneka Outdoor Pavillion
May 2, 6 pm. Woodland walk to discuss forest health. For more information or to register, 
contact Todd at 651-275-1136 ext. 25 or Todd.Udvig@mnwcd.org. 

Minnesota Outdoor Youth Expo
May 19-20. For more information see www.mnoutdooryouthexpo.com. 

WaterFest: Lake Phalen Pavilion, St. Paul
June 2, 11am – 4pm. Hands-on learning about water quality and ecological features of  
Ramsey-Washington Metro Watershed District. See www.RWMWD.org for more information.

Spring 2012 Events

WCD’s Tree Seedling and Rain Barrel Distribution will take place April 27  
(8am-7:30pm) and April 28 (8am-noon) at the Washington County Fairgrounds! 
Visit www.mnwcd.org to order. 

DOn’t fOrget 

all eventS are free anD Open  tO tHe puBliC!
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