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SPRING 2010

One of our longest running efforts focuses on
leveraging US Department of Agriculture funds.
While there are a decreasing number of large farms
in the county, agricultural lands can make a big
difference in water quality — particularly when they
are near a body of water. In 2009 alone, we helped
leverage $115,000 for 10 key projects that reduced
polluted runoff and improved habitat on farmlands.

The Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR)
directs many state programs, including state cost-
share and Clean Water Legacy grants, which are
funded by the new constitutional amendment. With
support from BWSR’s state cost-share program, we
launched a pilot project to prevent erosion using
native plants on islands in the St. Croix River. We
also plan to buffer crop fields that contribute
sediment directly to lakes and streams in
Washington County parks. We have secured
$363,500 through the state cost-share programs in
the past two years 

WCD and our local watersheds all have Best
Management Practice (BMP) cost-share grant
programs that reimburse landowners for up to 50% of
the cost of projects that improve water quality. WCD
staff works closely with landowners on these projects,
which range from small residential raingardens to large
stream stabilization projects and shoreline restorations.
In all, watershed districts invested $386,000 in BMP
projects in the county in 2009.

In addition to securing funds and overseeing
projects, WCD helps with vital planning work to
make sure resources are directed to the most
important projects. Under the Washington County
Land and Water Legacy Program, WCD has been a
key player in developing the County Conservation
Plan to identify and prioritize land for protection
through conservation easements and acquisition. 

The list of acronyms, programs and agencies can be
confusing, but finding the most efficient path
through the funding maze is one of the things WCD
can do very well. It’s all part of our work to make
conservation happen in Washington County! 

For more information on any of these grant
programs — including resources available for
projects on your land — contact WCD.

Putting Grant Funds toWork 
in Washington County

BMP cost-share programs help property owners
install raingardens and other projects that protect
water quality. 

This large, eroding gully between Afton and
Lakeland was stabilized with funding from a
combination of state and local grant funds. 
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From local cost-share programs to national agricultural initiatives, there are a wide

variety of resources out there to help conserve our lakes, streams and natural areas. The

Washington Conservation District (WCD) works hard to leverage grant programs and

put dollars to work on important on-the-ground improvements that make a difference in

Washington County.

THERE’S STILL TIME TO ORDER TREES! 
We still have tree seedlings available for
purchase. See www.mnwcd.org for the most
current selection. Distribution of pre-ordered
trees will take place April 30 (8am-8pm) and
May 1 (8 am-noon), at the Washington County
Fairgrounds. Any remaining supply will be sold
at that time for $32.50/bundle of 25 seedlings.

ORDER YOUR RAINBARREL NOW
WCD is selling a limited supply of rainbarrels this
spring. Visit www.mnwcd.org or contact our office
for an order form. Rainbarrels will be distributed in
conjunction with the tree distribution — though the
hours are slightly different (noon-
7:30pm Friday and 9am-noon on
Saturday). Information on how to
adjust, re-color and install the
barrels will be available at the time
of pickup. This is a rare opportunity,
and we expect to sell out quickly, so
be sure to order early! W
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STAFF PROFILE: 
PETE YOUNG
WCD’s Pete Young
provides assistance to
landowners and local
communities with water
quality concerns including
erosion and sediment
control, stormwater, and
feedlot evaluation, focusing on inspections, project
review and project design. A member of our staff
since 2004, Pete has an academic background in
Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering, and
recently received certification as a Professional
Engineer (PE). In his spare time, Pete enjoys
hunting, fishing and introducing his daughter to the
natural environment. He also writes outdoor
columns for local newspapers — watch for him in
the Country Messenger this year! 

WCD WINS STATE AWARD
The Minnesota Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (MASWCD) honored WCD
with the 2009 Conservation District of the Year award
at their December convention. The award focused on
our ability to meet the unique needs of our area, which

includes both active agricultural
land and growing cities. We
appreciate the recognition, and 
the opportunity to provide
services to the wonderful people
of Washington County.  W
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PICK UP YOUR TREES APRIL 30 & MAY 1

Oakdale’s Bethke Park is named after exceptional gardener and backyard
ecologist Alta Bethke — and for nearly seven years, Alta’s relative Maxine
Bethke has taken personal pride in maintaining the park in the style that her
family encouraged. 

Restoring the park’s woods and wetlands are a primary focus for Maxine. In
consultation with WCD and the City Forester, she has removed buckthorn and
reed canarygrass, planted native trees and shrubs and taken other actions to
improve the land’s value for both water quality and habitat. As invasive species
have been removed, native plants now receive enough sunlight to emerge. A
number of remarkable species have come to light. Several, such as blue-eyed
grass and lily-leaved twayblade, indicate that this area was once an oak
savanna, not the oak woodland it is today. Maxine’s husband John helps with
restoration and maintenance when she needs big equipment to modify trail
grades, pull buckthorn stumps and spread mulch. 

To support the public use of the park, Maxine has mentored an Eagle Scout in
constructing a boardwalk through some of the sensitive wetland edge. She and
John have donated a picnic table and benches and Maxine serves as a liaison
for neighbors when the city conducts maintenance projects such as tree
trimming or cleaning out the stream channel. 

In 2006, Maxine received an award from the Ramsey Washington Metro
Watershed District for her work on Bethke Park. She works to shape other city
park projects, including the Oakdale Nature Preserve, and the WCD is
delighted that she volunteers her time to help us with our annual tree seedling
distribution days. Thank you Maxine!
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Maxine Bethke

C: This year, we are changing from a
notification letter to a postcard format. If you’ve
ordered trees, watch for a postcard in mid-April.

What is this?
A. The 2010 census questionnaire

B. Entry pass for WCD annual fishing excursion

C. Postcard notifying tree seedling purchasers of
distribution logistics. 

Conservation Quiz

Learn what you can do for our water at these fun, educational events. All classes
take place Tuesdays from 6:30-8 pm. Contact WCD’s Angie Hong to register and
confirm final dates and locations.

Feb. 23 Blue Thumb raingarden class; Gander Mountain, Forest Lake

March 9 Blue Thumb shoreline class; Gander Mountain, Forest Lake

March 16 Blue Thumb native gardens and raingardens class; Oakdale
Discovery Center

March 23 Blue Thumb raingarden class; St. Andrews Church, Mahtomedi

April 6 Blue Thumb shoreline class; St. Andrews Church, Mahtomedi

April 20 Blue Thumb intro and native gardens class; River Market Coop,
Stillwater ($15/$10 for members)

April 27 Blue Thumb native gardens and raingardens class; Woodbury City
Hall

May 11 Blue Thumb raingarden class; River Market Coop, Stillwater
($25/20 for members; includes a copy of the Blue Thumb Guide to
Raingardens book)

Stay tuned for information on classes in Afton. And don’t forget the tree and
rain barrel pick up April 30 and May 1 at the Washington County Fairgrounds!
(Items must be pre-ordered.) 

SPRING BLUE THUMB CLASSES
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WCD monitors stream flows, groundwater levels
and some lake quality year-round. Spring runoff
will be coming soon and there will likely be more
water than in the past several years. Do your part
by planning now — and take a look inside for
information on grants to help you fund water
quality improvements on your property. 

Maxine examines the sedges within the wetland at
Bethke Park.

Bottle gentian (Gentiana andrewsii) was growing within
the park, but wasn’t noticed until it bloomed. 
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