
The Washington Conservation District (WCD) 
offers technical assistance to landowners interested 
in improving the health of their windbreak. “It’s 
a win-win situation when windbreaks work,” 
says WCD Specialist Todd Udvig. “The county’s 
land and water are protected, wildlife habitat is 
improved and agricultural operations benefit.”

There are a number of signs that a windbreak is 
due for improvements:

•  Insufficient density that prevents the windbreak 
from providing full protection, particularly 
in winter.

•  Gaps with dead branches, diseased trees or 
insect infestations that make the windbreak an 
incomplete barrier.

•  Limited tree growth due to the invasion of 
aggressive sod forming grasses or noxious weeds.

Fortunately, there are many techniques for 
windbreak renovation. If a windbreak is less than 
10 years old, gaps can be filled by transplanting 
small trees of the same or similar variety. For 
windbreaks older than 10 years, larger trees may 
be required. Mulching with 4-6 inches of wood 
chips is a good way to control weeds and reduce 
moisture loss. Chemical control of weeds and 
grasses is another option. 

If lack of density is a problem, grazing might be 
the culprit and a fence will help. Interplanting 
low-growing shrubs will add density and diversity. 
Dead wood should be removed in the windbreak 
to reduce potential insect brood sites. Buckthorn 
should also be removed and replaced with more 
beneficial species.

If a field windbreak is more than 30 years old, it’s 
time to begin planning a replacement. Building a 
parallel windbreak is a good first step, and multiple 
rows of trees will provide good wind reduction 
and snow control. The WCD recommends a mix 
of coniferous (evergreen) and deciduous tree and 
shrub species because it offers the best wildlife 
habitat value and reduces the risk of insect or 
disease attack.

Even if it’s not time to remodel, remember that all 
windbreaks need regular maintenance.

Contact Todd at ext. 25 if you have questions 
about remodeling or maintaining your windbreak. 
We can help you plan your efforts and suggest tree 
species. With WCD’s tree seedling sale underway 
it’s a great time to make improvements and if you 
are considering a large windbreak of more than 
1,000 trees you can purchase them inexpensively 
from the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).
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Does your windbreak need a makeover?
Windbreaks are a landowner’s friend, providing critical protection for dwellings, 
livestock, and crops. Many Washington County windbreaks date back to the 1930s and 
1940s and now shelter yards and driveways due the rise of residential development. 
Whether they are protecting homes or crops, windbreaks are valuable — but may be 
suffering from disrepair. 

More than 50 Best Management Practice (BMP) projects 
were completed with WCD’s help this summer, and many 
more are in process for future installation. These projects, 
which include raingardens, shoreline restorations, native 
plantings and erosion solutions, are making a difference in 
land and water quality. 

Our area’s eight watershed districts and water management 
organizations provide crucial cost share funds for these 
landowner-initiated efforts. WCD helps start the process by 
providing a free site visit, with funding from Washington 
County. We assist qualifying landowners in preparing grant 
applications, and we develop needed plan drawings. Before 
the snow flies we will see twelve new raingardens along 
city streets in Lake Elmo, multiple new raingardens in 
Stillwater’s Lily Lake neighborhood and a large project at 
the Trinity Presbyterian Church in Woodbury.

Cost share grants continue to be available with more 
opportunities beginning January 1. Contact WCD if you 
think you might have a qualifying project and need help 
planning or applying for funds.

BMPS In ACtIOn!

tree SAle neWS: 
WCD’s tree seedling sale will include more than 
20 species of trees and shrubs, with many of 
our regulars and a few less frequently offered 
species. And yes, the popular “bird packets” 
will be back! Please see the enclosed order 
form for details, and check http://www.mnwcd.
org/land_trees.php for the most up-to-date list 
of stock available.
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WCD provides planning and other 
assistance that helps Washington 
County landowners complete water 
quality improvement projects.

nOxIOuS WeeD lAW ChAngeS

The Minnesota 
Department of 
Agriculture revised 
the state’s noxious 
weed law last spring, 
placing restrictions 
on some weeds and 
prohibiting species such 
as Grecian foxglove, 
pictured here, which 
has been discovered in 
Washington County. 
More information can 
be found at www.mda.
state.mn.us/weedcontrol.

Washington Conservation District

Conservation Connections
fall 2011
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A healthy windbreak (left) forms a wall that slows the wind — and the space between the rows of trees allows landowners  
to enjoy the corridor. As windbreaks age branches die back and gaps are opened allowing wind to pass through (right).
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Fall is a great time to check out your woods and 
start planning for improvements. When most of 
the leaves are down, you can see if you need to do 
more to manage buckthorn, trim diseased branches 
or plant new seedlings. 

PArtnerS In COnServAtIOn 

Mike and trudy Berggren

When Mike and Trudy Berggren moved to Afton 
along Valley Creek in 2003, their woods were 
full of buckthorn, the stream banks were caving 
in and the water was barely visible through the 
tall, rank reed canarygrass. They contacted the 
Minnesota DNR for advice, initiating what has 
become an active partnership that also includes 
the Valley Branch Watershed District and  
the WCD. 

Through a combination of their own hard work, 
advice from partners and cost share funds from 
multiple agencies, the Berggrens have completed 
an impressive array of improvements.

As a first step they worked to restore the creek 
banks through bioengineering and planting 
native prairie species and shade trees in the 
floodplain. When WCD staff pointed out that 
buckthorn was preventing plant growth and 
setting the stage for more erosion, Mike got busy. 
With chainsaw, bob-cat and assistance of family 
and friends, he cleared several acres of buckthorn 
from his oak and pine woods and later expanded 
his efforts with crews supported by grant funds. 
To date, 18 acres have been improved with 

cleared areas planted with trees purchased from 
the WCD’s seedling sale. 

When they determined that banks were failing 
on an island where trout raise their young, 
the Berggrens took on a new challenge. With 
help from the WCD and Valley Branch’s Best 
Management Practices (BMP) program, the 
shorelines were stabilized and planted to native 
grasses and wildflowers. The area is now a 
magnet for butterflies and birds. 

As they remodel their home and garage, the 
Berggrens continue to steward their land, 
removing asphalt from their driveway and taking 
other steps to reduce impervious surface areas by 
3,500 square feet. These changes will allow more 
rain and snowmelt to seep into the ground and 
reduce runoff pollution.

“The neat thing about the Berggrens is that they 
have turned the corner from merely accepting our 
recommendations for native plantings, to actively 
pursuing more options on their land,” said 
WCD’s Rusty Schmidt. Keep up the great work 
Mike and Trudy!
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Conservation Quiz? ?

What is this?
A. Very challenging unicycle
B. Toddler’s walking toy
C. Measuring wheel

C. By walking and rolling a measuring wheel 
we can easily measure distances. WCD staff 
use this tool on a variety of projects including 
grassed waterways and windbreaks. 
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“It’s just gotten into our blood to do one project per 
year,” says Mike Berggren. Here, Trudy shows a 
restored area around the couple’s pond. 
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Annual Newport Buckthorn Pull  
Saturday, Oct. 29 
9am-noon at Bailey School Forest

Gain hands-on experience in identifying and 
removing buckthorn. RSVP to 651-459-5677  
or bbeissel@newportmn.com by Oct. 24. 

Horse Workshop  
Tuesday, January 24 
6-9pm at Hooley Hall 
Washington County Fair 

Get tips from local veterinarians and learn  
how to manage your horse pasture to prevent 
water pollution. Contact: Wendy Griffin at  
651-275-1136 ext. 24 or  
wendy.griffin@mnwcd.org. 

Wild Ones Design with Nature Conference  
Planned for late February

This annual conference offers education  
about regional native plant communities and 
landscape management. Information at  
www.designwithnatureconference.org. 

CALeNDAr OF eveNTS 

Fall/Winter 2011

the tree-StOrMWAter 
COnneCtIOn
Trees are known to help prevent stormwater 
pollution — the leaf canopy slows rainfall 
and the root system helps capture and filter 
water. WCD is part of a partnership effort 
to use trees to improve Powers Lake in 
Woodbury, and carefully measure results. 
Trees have been planted and automated 
sampling equipment, installed on a 
stormwater pipe just downstream, will gather 
data during storm events over the upcoming 
years as trees mature.

ATTeNTION ST. CrOIx  
rIver LANDOWNerS!
Removing buckthorn along the river is 
important, but so is the visual screening 
required by the river’s Wild and Scenic River 
regulations. The City of Lakeland has worked 
with numerous partners to revise their Site 
Preservation Ordinance to allow buckthorn 
removal along the St. Croix if it is done 
sensitively. Other local governments may 
adopt similar standards, so check with your 
community if you are planning a buckthorn 
removal project.


