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Plantings



Mission Statement

To enhance, protect, and 
preserve the natural 

resources of Washington 
County through 

conservation projects, 
technical guidance, and 
educational services to 

citizens and local 
government

WCD Elected Board of Supervisors

The WCD is a special purpose local unit of government dedicated to 
the conservation of soil and water resources in Washington County

Created in 1942



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=dfxqAwqpofK1pM&tbnid=zo5A-iZgCEuhXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minnesota_Department_of_Natural_Resources&ei=pR07UunfI-iqyAHp7IHQAg&bvm=bv.52288139,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEvtqNK92FmuONgxLjwSK5CfeNJTw&ust=1379692322473469
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rBsKGq1uzMXGqM&tbnid=0NE0lOi3u7m2SM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.greenchemistrymn.org/organizations/minnesota-pollution-control-agency&ei=vR07UunvCIWWyAG4-YCYDw&psig=AFQjCNFQJx-ECzjptW6LWQ_GNcdAcXG87w&ust=1379692349181051


• Minnesota sales tax 

revenue from the 

Legacy Amendment in 

2008.

• Dedicated to protecting, 

enhancing, and restoring 

water quality in lakes 

rivers and streams.

• Protects groundwater 

degradation and 

drinking water.



WCD Activities

• Watershed Administration 
(BCWD, MSCWMO)

• Water & BMP Monitoring
• Education
• Natural Resource Planning and 

Prioritization
• Technical and Design Assistance 

for Conservation and Water 
Resource Management



Large Turf Areas Conversion 
to Native Plantings

• Funding from the Clean 

Water Fund in FY 2013, 3 

year term.

• Primary goal addresses 

phosphorus loading to the St 

Croix.

• Added benefit of habitat 

restoration.



Large Turf Areas Conversion 
to Native Plantings

• $123,930 in grant 

funds.

• $30,983 in matching 

funds. 



• Managed turf grass.

• At least 1 acre or 

more.

• Direct drainage to 

the St. Croix or 

tributaries of Lake St. 

Croix.

















Ecological Considerations

• Size

• Shape

• Aspect

• Slope

• Topography

• Hydrology

• Soil Type

• Wildlife

• Existing vegetation

• Canopy cover

• Land Use History

• Surrounding Land 
Use



Materials and 
Implementation

• Restoration goal

• Site preparation

• Plant selection and 

installation

• Erosion control

• Management



• 12 projects

• 19.8 acres of prairie

• 28.9 lb/year 

Phosphorus reduction

















Questions?

Tara Kelly

Landscape Restoration Specialist

tkelly@mnwcd.org


