
When our natural resources suffer, we suffer as well. Algae in the
lake, encroaching buckthorn, eroding gullies, loss of fertile topsoil
and unstable shorelines present serious challenges. Where do you
go to learn more about these problems and their solutions?
Contact the Washington Conservation District (WCD). WCD is
your resource for hands-on assistance and information about the
county’s natural resources.

Call on us for information and assistance
Our mission is to enhance, protect, and preserve the natural
resources of Washington County through conservation projects,
technical guidance and educational services to citizens and local
governments. Under the watchful eye of our elected board, we
have been encouraging voluntary conservation efforts since 1942.

WCD is a clearinghouse for information about the lakes, streams
and natural areas in the county. If you would like to learn more
about the clarity of your lake, how often the nearby stream floods
or the quality of your woodlot, we can help. Our staff is also
available to work with you to manage the natural resources on
your land. In many cases we can provide free design for specific
projects and connect you to sources of financial assistance. 

Partnering with watersheds, county staff and others
We all live in a watershed, which is the physical boundary of an
area that drains to a specific water body. In Washington County,
nine distinct organizations manage water resources at the
watershed level. WCD works closely with watershed
organizations, as well as Washington County’s dedicated natural
resource staff, state agencies, municipalities, colleges and
universities, contractors, non-profits and citizen groups. If we
can’t answer your natural resource questions, we will work with
you to find someone who can. That is our promise to you.

Washington Conservation District 
Board of Supervisors

Tom Armstrong, District 2
Gary Baumann, District 1
Tom Meyer, District 5
Louise Smallidge, District 4 
Rosemary Wallace, District 3

Office Staff 

Call us at 651.275.1136 or visit the staff page of our 
website – www.mnwcd.org – for e-mail addresses.

Jay Riggs, District Manager, ext. 20 
Shari Larkin, Administrative Assistant, ext. 27 
Erik Anderson, Senior Water Resource Technician, ext. 32 
Jessica Arendt, Water Resource/GIS Technician, ext. 30 
Wendy Griffin, Natural Resource Specialist, ext. 24 
Angie Hong, Water Resource Education Specialist, ext. 35 
Karen Kill, Brown’s Creek Watershed District Administrator, ext. 26 
Rusty Schmidt, Natural Resource Specialist, ext. 36 
Tim Sundby, Senior Water Resource Technician, ext. 23 
Jyneen Thatcher, Wetland Specialist. ext. 25 
Travis Thiel, Water Resource Specialist, ext. 29 
Peter Young, Engineering Specialist, ext. 21 

WCD – Your
Conservation Center in
Washington County
From the invisible wealth of groundwater beneath our
feet to the wild and scenic St. Croix River, Washington
County residents enjoy an abundance of high quality
natural resources. These resources make our county a
great place to live, work and play. 

Washington Conservation District

Conservation Connections

PROVIDING QUALITY TECHNICAL AND EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR THE 
CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES IN WASHINGTON COUNTY SINCE 1942.

1380 West Frontage Road / Highway 36 / Stillwater, MN 55082 / 651.275.1136 / www.mnwcd.org
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Tree pickup – A rite of spring
A Thank You from WCD’s Wendy Griffin
As I sit at my desk, applying labels to the cards
for tree pickup, it’s like looking at a guest list for
a spring party. I would like to thank every
resident that has planted a tree in Washington
County! What a great and wonderful gift to give
the rest of the county residents. Driving through
the county, I see plantings we’ve put in place over
the years – many are now large trees. I also think
about the trees we planted that can’t be seen from
the road, and wonder if wildlife ever found all the
trees planted for their benefit. I hope to see you
all at the Washington County Fairgrounds for the
spring party! No need to RSVP for tree pick up
unless you have a conflict with the dates: April 25
from 8am-8pm and April 26 8 am-noon. 

WCD wins 
two awards
Louise Smallidge, Chair of
our elected Board of
Supervisors, received the 2007
Outstanding Supervisor
Award from the Minnesota
Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts. Louise

sets a positive, productive environment for the
Board and staff at WCD.  Because our county is
rapidly developing, she leads efforts to broaden
WCD programs and hire new staff to address
urban conservation needs. As a farmer and
landowner, Louise and her husband practice what
they preach. Their farm is a model for
conservation practices in Washington County.   

WCD also received the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) Division of Waters
annual appreciation award for our “outstanding
commitment to stormwater management,”
particularly in low impact design. Travis
Germundson, DNR Area Hydrologist for
Washington County, noted that WCD
“demonstrates a real passion for groundwater and
surface water protection throughout the county."
We are honored to have received this recognition
and appreciate all of the dedicated people
involved in our efforts.  

CONSERVATION
CONCERNS? 
Our staff can help! 
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Protecting our land and water: We all depend on clean water
and WCD helps property owners across the county steward
local natural resources. 

Fun educational events: From garden parties 
to technical workshops, WCD provides
opportunities for learning about how to protect
land and water resources in Washington County.  
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Free site visits: At your request, we can visit your
property, assess the situation and offer helpful
solutions.
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General WCD questions 
ú Shari

Educational opportunities 
ú Angie

Erosion control and gully 
stabilization  
ú Pete

Feedlots and pasture management 
ú Pete

Land conservation
ú Jay

Groundwater resources
ú Travis or Wendy

Habitat restoration 
ú Jyneen or Rusty

Lake and stream quality 
ú Travis, Erik, Tim, or Wendy

Natural Resource Inventories 
ú Jessica

Planting for Water Quality
and Blue Thumb 
ú Angie

Rainwater gardens 
ú Rusty

Shoreline stabilization 
ú Pete, Rusty, or Erik

Stormwater management 
ú Pete, Rusty, or Jay

Stream restoration 
ú Erik or Rusty

Tree plantings 
ú Wendy

Watershed management
ú Karen, Travis, or Jay

Weeds 
ú Jyneen or Pete

Wetlands and wetland permitting 
ú Jyneen

Can’t decide?  
ú Shari

SEE OUR OFFICE STAFF 
LIST FOR CONTACT DETAILS.
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Attention everyone who ordered trees and shrubs
through WCD: Your order will be available for
pick up at the Rabbit Building in the
Washington County Fairgrounds on Friday,
April 25, from 8am-8pm and Saturday, April 26
from 8am-noon. Master gardeners will be on
hand to provide advice and assistance.  

Looking for information about water
quality protection and natural resource
restoration in Washington County? Feel
free to visit us in the Valley Ridge Mall,
or check out our recently re-vamped
website: www.mnwcd.org. If you’re not
already on our mailing list, call
651.275.1136, ext. 27.

!

>> PICK UP YOUR TREES APRIL 25 & 26 <<

Retired Parks Director Jim Luger (right) started a partnership
with WCD more than 30 years ago. Current Parks Director
John Elholm (left) continues this partnership. Jim and John are
shown here sowing acorns as part of a savanna restoration at
Pine Point Park.
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PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION

W
C

D

Washington County Parks
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From Point Douglas to Square Lake, Washington County residents and visitors
have great opportunities to explore our abundant natural resources. In all,
Washington County Parks manages eight parks, one regional trail and one
historic site – which total more than 4,300 acres.  

Each park is different, with varying resource needs, but the directors strive to
use conservation principles to guide their land management activities. They work
closely with WCD, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR), cities,
townships, non-profits and community groups to maximize public and
environmental benefits. On new projects, they promote innovative practices. The
South Service Center at Cottage Grove Ravine Park, for example, includes six
raingardens to treat runoff and a prairie restoration to stabilize the slopes
between buildings and the park’s critical resources. A number of parks include
farmland, where long-term management plans have been developed to eventually
restore the natural landscape. WCD has helped Parks repair gullies and stabilize
land from erosion. In areas where Parks continues to rent out crop fields, they
work with WCD to use conservation measures in their tillage.  

The new Big Marine Park Reserve, set to open this spring, is another important
conservation model. “The new park is a 'park reserve', which means that at
least 80% of the land must remain in a natural condition,” said Parks Director
John Elholm. “The purpose of the park reserve is to bring people into a natural
environment for education and enjoyment.”

The Parks Division was named Outstanding Conservation Partner for
Washington County at the 2007 Minnesota Soil and Water Conservation 

District conference. Congratulations and keep up the great work!  

ANSWER: C.The jaws at
the bottom are positioned
around the stem, then the
wrench is used to pry the
plant out of the ground.
WCD has several available
for landowners to use to
help pull out buckthorn by
the roots. Call us for more
information about how to
get your hands on one. No,
Matt is not included.

CONSERVATION QUIZ

Estate Planning Workshops (free):
Contact: Loretta Tobin, 651-779-9720, loretta.tobin@thrivent.com. 
Wed. March 26, 2-4pm, Hugo City Hall 
Wed. April 2, 2-4pm, Farmington - Dakota Co. Extension and Conservation Center 

WCD Rain Barrel Building Workshop ($50):
Only 50 rain barrels are available - call WCD or visit our website to register
Sat. April 26, 10am-1pm, Washington County Fairgrounds

Metro Blooms Raingarden Workshops ($10):
Register at www.MetroBlooms.org
Sat. April 26, 11:30am-1:30pm, Mahtomedi District Education Center
Sat. May 17, 10am-noon, St. Paul Park City Hall

Blue Thumb Guide to Raingardens: Contractor Training Program ($25):
Wed. March 19, 8am-noon, Roseville Civic Center – Willow Room
Wed. April 2, 8am-noon, Dakota Lodge at Thompson Park, West St. Paul

Tuesdays in the Park (free):
April 1: Signs of Spring Hike, 6-7:30pm at Pine Point Park
May 6: Wildflower Hike, 6-7:30pm at St. Croix Bluffs Regional Park
June 3: Family Pond Dipping Excursion, 6-7pm at Cottage Grove Ravine Park
July 1: Big Woods Hike, 6-7:30pm at Big Marine Park Reserve
Aug. 5: Prairie Hike, 6-7:30pm at Lake Elmo Park Reserve

Workshop Opportunities
Get ready for spring at these educational events. Unless otherwise
noted, contact Shari at WCD to register or for more information.

?
WHAT IS THIS TOOL?

A. Paul Bunyan’s can opener

B. A new piece of exercise
equipment

C. A Weed Wrench®
buckthorn puller


