
Education Updates
March 2018

1

Welcome to Lauren Haydon, a new education and BMP design technician 
at the Washington Conservation District who will be providing education 
support for the EMWREP partnership. Lauren has been working as a 
seasonal BMP and landscape technician since April and helped out 
with many EMWREP events during the fall. 

Lauren graduated from the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities with 
a B.S. in Environmental Sciences, Policy and Management in 2016. 
Prior to this position, she worked at the Capitol Region Watershed 
District and Mississippi Watershed Management Organization. She’s 
already hit the ground running, designing new materials for our site 
visits and homeowner packets and co-teaching two prairie maintenance 
workshops in February. 

Contact Lauren at: lhaydon@mnwcd.org

Due to the high level of interest in our Shoreline 
Realtor workshops last year, we’ll be holding another 
workshop this spring: Thursday, April 5, 8:30am - 
12:30pm

This workshop for realtors, appraisers and other 
real estate professionals provides information about 
shoreland and riverway rules, as well as best practices 
for shoreline landscaping. 

The event is co-taught by EMWREP, St. Croix River 
Association, and the Minnesota DNR. Please spread 
the word to realtors selling lake and river properties in 
your area. 

Register at: stcroixriverassociation.org/events

Shoreline Workshop for Realtors 
April 5: 8:30am-12:30pm

Welcome Lauren Haydon! 
New education and BMP technician

Above: During the workshop realtors will 
learn about shoreline landscaping and 
development rules. 
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This spring, we’re teaming up with Sustainable Stillwater MN 
and the Lily Lake Association to pilot an Adopt-a-Raingarden 
program in Stillwater that can be expanded to other cities in 
the future. Our hope is to engage volunteers through a series 
of kick-off community events and then recruit them to “adopt” 
and continue maintaining gardens in their neighborhoods by 
weeding and cleaning out sediment and litter 2-3 times per 
year. 

With a small grant from the Stillwater Foundation, we’ve created the following resources and 
materials to support the new program:

• Webpage with sign-up form and map of adoptable raingardens: mnwcd.org/
AdoptARaingarden

• Flyer, doorhangers, planning and how-to check lists, volunteer sign-up and liability waiver - 
adapted from the Watershed Partners community cleanups kit

• Logo and template for small signs to place in gardens

• Customized safety vests for clean-up 
events

Kick-off events this spring

We’re kicking off the new program in 
Stillwater with three events this spring:

1) Hands-on training: for team leaders    
Sat., April 14, 10am-noon

2) Earth Day clean-up event: 
Sat., April 21, 10am-noon
• Sustainable Stillwater MN and Lily 

Lake Association will be leading 
teams of volunteers to clean-up city 
raingardens by removing sediment 
from inlets, picking up litter, and 
cutting down dead plant matter. 

3) Team weeding event:
Thu., June 7, 6:30-8pm
• Sustainable Stillwater and Lily Lake Association will be leading 

teams of volunteers to weed raingardens cleaned out in the 
spring. WCD staff and Master Gardeners will help to ID weeds. 

Adopt-A-Raingarden ready to pilot!
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Professional Training Opportunities 

Harmful Algal Blooms in Minnesota: Thu., March 29, 8am-4:30pm at St. Anthony Falls Lab
Co-Sponsored by Minnesota Extension, Water Resource Center, US Geological Survey, MN Sea 
Grant, and MN Science Museum
* Learn the latest research, monitoring and education on harmful algal blooms from scientific experts 
working on lakes and streams around MN. Register at: z.umn.edu/mnalgae2018 $40/person

Smart Salting, Level 2 Trainings: For department heads or lead maintenance staff
* Learn how to use the new winter maintenance assessment tool (WMAt) to analyze your current 
practices and identify opportunities for cost-savings. 
- March 29, 8:30am - 1pm at Rice Creek WD office in Blaine. RSVP to Beth Carreno
- April 11th, 8am – 12:30pm at MnDOT Training Center in Shoreview. RSVP to Sage Passi

Watershed Partners & St. Croix Workshop on the Water: Wed., June 13, noon-4pm
* Save-the-Date and stay tuned for info and registration details. 

Upcoming presentations and workshops led by our partners and friends: 

Turf Talks in Forest Lake
CLFLWD - 44 Lake St. S
• Mon., March 5, 6-7:30pm
• Tue., March 6, 6-7:30pm
• Mon., March 12, 6-7:30pm
• Tue., March 13, 6-7:30pm
• Mon., March 19, 6-7:30pm
Led by Jack MacKenzie, St. Croix Master 
Watershed Steward and Comfort Lake - Forest 
Lake WD CAC member. 

Smart Irrigation Event
Woodbury Central Park
Wed., March 14, 7-7:30pm
* Learn about water conservation and how to 
properly install and program a smart irrigation 
controller. 

Turf Alternatives Workshop
Freedom Park in Prescott, WI
Wed., March 28, 12:30-2:30pm
* This workshop by Blue Thumb - Planting 
for Clean Water will explore turf alternatives 
including low-mow and bee-friendly lawns. 

Lawn & Garden Presentations for the Public

St. Croix Oak Savanna Chapter of Wild Ones
All presentations are held at FamilyMeans 
in Stillwater (1875 Northwestern Ave. S.)  
Tuesdays, 7-8:45pm 

Prairies & Wild Bees - March 20
* Julia Brokaw, wild bee researcher at 
University of MN Cariveau Bee Lab, will 
discuss seed mix design, plant establishment 
and how to increase nesting habitat for bees 
in prairie landscapes.

Rare Plants - April 17
* Jason Husveth, principal ecologist at 
Critical Connections Ecological Services, will 
talk about rare plants in northern Washington 
County and the St. Croix Valley. 

Landscaping with Native Plants - May 15
* Kathy Widin, former municipal forester and 
expert plant pathologist, will offer advice for 
landscaping with native plants in a home and 
garden setting. 
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Joy Park in Maplewood
During 2016-17, we worked with city staff to design and install four interpretive signs at Joy Park on 
Silver Lake. Key messages for each sign, included: 1) History of the area; 2) Wildlife and habitats; 3) 
Shorelines and native plants; and 4) Keeping water clean. Funding was provided by Valley Branch 
WD through a MN Clean Water grant. 

Sally Manzara Interpretive Nature Center
Last year, Valley Branch WD and Washington CD staff met with the founder of this new nature 
center being built at Sunfish Lake Park in Lake Elmo. The building will include information about 
the park, lake and natural history in the area, and we worked with nature center staff to create an 
interpretive panel about our organizations. 

Dodge Nature Center
A few years ago, Dodge Nature Center acquired by donation 140-acres of land in Cottage 
Grove, known as the Shepard Farm. They are currently working with South Washington WD and 
Washington CD to convert 10-acres of cropland to prairie, and design stormwater management 
for a new driveway and parking area. In the future, we hope to partner with Dodge on educational 
programming for children and adults and to demonstrate permiculture and other sustainable farming 
practices. 

Landscape Revival in Oakdale - June 9
Saturday, June 9, 9am-2pm

New this year! The Landscape Revival - Native Plant Expo and Market will be held at Richard Walton 
Memorial Park in Oakdale. During the event, gardeners can shop for native plants from six local growers, 
enjoy food and entertainment, and get advice from experts at Washington Conservation District, Master 
Gardeners, and other organizations. 

Co-sponsored by St. Paul Audubon Society, Blue Thumb - Planting for Clean Water, and Wild Ones. 

Learn more at: www.saintpaulaudubon.org/2018-landscape-revival-native-plant-expo-market 

Working with Parks and Nature Centers



Projects and Activities planned for 2018

EMWREP will continue to focus on three main activities in 2018: 1) Educating and engaging the 
public; 2) Providing education and outreach support for partner cost-share programs and project 
implementation; and 3) Professional training for businesses and local government. 

Here are highlights of new activities planned for 2018:

Training and engaging volunteers: Between now and this summer, the eight Master Water 
Stewards currently in training will be completing their course work and developing their capstone 
projects. We’ll be working with the stewards to complete their projects over the summer and they will 
receive certification in November. This summer, we’ll also begin recruiting 12 new stewards for 2018-
19, who will begin classes in October. 

In addition to our Master Water Stewards, we hope to develop a volunteer network to more 
intentionally recruit, train, and utilize volunteers from Master Gardeners, Master Naturalists, the St. 
Croix Watershed Stewards program, and other complimentary programs.  

One Watershed, One Plan: Partners in the Lower St. Croix Basin, which encompasses portions of 
Anoka, Chisago, Isanti, Pine, and Washington Counties, will soon be working together to develop a 
large-scale watershed plan that will combine existing plans, identify gaps, and find opportunities for 
regional collaboration. As the process moves forward, EMWREP staff will likely provide support for 
outreach and engagement, including:
• Compiling and summarizing feedback gathered from public and stakeholders during other water 

planning processes (ie. watershed plan updates, MN 25by25, county comp plan updates)
• Creating a simple survey to gather additional input from the public and other stakeholders 
• Developing a short presentation and accompanying questions for partners to use at community 

meetings; and
• Creating templates for press releases, e-mails, and social media. 

MS4 Toolkit: MPCA will be providing $50,000 in funding to update the MS4 Tookit, created in 2008. 
For this project, we will review existing materials; create new materials as needed, including videos, 
brochures, and multi-lingual resources; and upload these resources to the MPCA Stormwater Wiki 
so that they are available to MS4 entities in our area and throughout the state. 

Groundwater education: Lauren Haydon will continue to teach groundwater classes for 4th and 
5th grade classes in Washington County. In addition, EMWREP plans to hold a Project WET teacher 
training this summer to share new curriculum developed by Race2Reduce, as well as the K-12 
Watershed Game and groundwater-themed lessons. 

EMWREP will also provide education support to cities to help implement water efficiency programs 
in partnership with Washington County. 

Rural and agricultural outreach support: This year, EMWREP hopes to conduct audience 
research, identify connections, and develop new relationships to increase the number of agricultural 
landowners implementing BMPs, converting to perennial crops, and participating in the MN Ag Water 
Quality Certification program. 
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Brown’s Creek Watershed • Carnelian Marine - St. Croix Watershed  
Comfort Lake - Forest Lake Watershed • Cottage Grove • Dellwood  
Forest Lake • Grant • Hugo • Lake Elmo • Middle St. Croix Watershed • 
Newport • Oakdale • Oak Park Heights • Ramsey - Washington Metro 
Watershed • Rice Creek Watershed • Stillwater • St. Paul Park • 
South Washington Watershed • Valley Branch Watershed • Willernie  
West Lakeland • Woodbury • Washington Conservation District • Washington County

Questions?
Contact Angie Hong, EMWREP coordinator, 651-330-8220 x.35 or angie.hong@mnwcd.org

Clockwise from top: 1) Citizens shoveling snow - one of hundreds of new photos available for use through 
the Watershed Partners Clean Water MN campaign. 2) Lauren Haydon teaching 4th graders at Oakdale 
Elementary about groundwater. 3) Marine on St. Croix residents at a “25by25” community water meeting in 
October. 4) Cole Williams, one of the Master Water Stewards in training for South Washington WD. 5) Pam 
Arnold, a Scandia farmer who recently became certified through the MN Ag Water Quality Program.
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