
Education Updates
Summer 2015

Saint Croix Workshop on the Water for Local Leaders - August 6 at 5:00p.m.

An introduction to water quality, land use, and the health of the St. Croix River: 
You are invited to learn about water quality, land use, and the health of the St. Croix River at an event 
specially designed for newly elected and appointed leaders, as well as those who have not attended 
previous St. Croix River workshops.

This workshop is always a favorite for city council members, watershed board members, county 
commissioners, members of planning, parks, and environmental commissions, as well as citizen 
advisory boards. Step aboard the Grand Duchess for an evening on our beautiful Wild and Scenic St. 
Croix River and enjoy an informative guided tour that focuses on water quality and the impacts to the 
river from the surrounding landscape. 

We’ll discuss surface and groundwater interactions, explain the science behind regulations designed 
to protect the river, and use an interactive activity called “The Watershed Game” to explore a variety 
of plans, policies and practices that can reduce water pollution and protect the river. 

In addition to inviting new leaders, we are also hoping to see strong participation from local communities 
that are considering adopting the MN MIDS Community Assistance Package (revised stormwater 
ordinances for minimal impact development).

Register on-line by July 24 at: 
stcroixriverassociation.org/event/st-croix-workshop-on-the-water-for-local-leaders/
August 6, 2015 from 5:00 – 9:00 p.m.
$20/person includes a light dinner and refreshments.
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities 



Water Words that Work 

Tuesday, July 21 9:00a.m.-4:00p.m. at Hamline University, Klas Center 

Metro WaterShed Partners will be hosting a workshop with Eric Eckl to kick-off the new metro-area 
shared media campaign. Eckl has helped public entities, nonprofits, and partnership across the 
country to retool their communications so that they better resonate with the general public and get 
people involved in projects to protect and improve water. 
This summer’s workshop has been extensively updated since last 
offered in Minnesota.

Register on-line: http://www.hamline.edu/education/cgee/wsp/
water-words-that-work/ 
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Upcoming Professional Trainings 

July 11-12, 2015 9:00a.m.-3:00p.m.

We will again be helping to staff one of the gardens on the 
FamilyMeans 23rd annual St. Croix Garden Tour, a Stillwater 
area event that typically has more than 800 participants. This 
year, Angie, Jenn and MCC Apprentice Mike Sandager will be 
stationed at Roger Miller and Mary Zweber’s home in Baytown 
Twp., which features four raingardens and landscaping with 
native plants. Tour participants can visit the gardens in any order and there are Master Gardeners 
and other experts on hand at each to answer questions and point out unique features. The event 
runs 9am-3pm both days and tickets are $15 per person when purchased in advance, $20 the 
weekend of the tour, and free for children under 12. 

Tickets and information at: https://www.familymeans.org/garden-tour.html

New this year! Forest Lake Tour and Workshop: September 1, 4-8pm
 Investing in stormwater management and water quality projects to 

maintain the health of community lakes and streams

A tour will highlight various stormwater projects completed within the City 
of Forest Lake in both the Rice Creek and Comfort Lake - Forest Lake 
Watersheds. Afterwards, we’ll discuss future stormwater management and 
water quality priorities, opportunities, and needs.

The event is designed to bring together Forest Lake city council, planning 
commission, park board and staff with board and staff from the Rice Creek and Comfort Lake 
- Forest Lake Watershed Districts, and representatives from the Clear and Forest Lake Lake 
Associations. 

**More information and registration will be available later in the summer.**

St. Croix Valley Garden Tour 



Tree and Rain Barrel Sale 
April 24-25, 2015 

74 rainbarrels and nearly 18,000 trees were 
sold and distributed from the Washington 
County Fairgrounds on a chilly and rainy 
weekend in April. 
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Tree Planting with Great River Greening
April 24th - Angie and Charlie Hong, Jenn and 
Linnea Radtke, Shari Larkin and Tara Kline 
from the Washington Conservation District 
were among 200 volunteers who together 
planted 3,000 young oaks in the South 
Washington Conservation Corridor. County 
Commissioners Lisa Weik and Karla Bigham 
spoke during the pre-planting ceremony, as 
did South Washington Watershed District 
managers Jack Lavold and Denny Hanna.

Raingarden Workshop - Marine on St. Croix
April 14th - Angie and Jenn joined Jim Shaver 
(CMSCWD) and Kristina Smitten (Marine 
Planning Commission), as well as several 
Master Gardeners, to teach a group of 30 local 
homeowners about raingardens as part of a Clean 
Water Fund grant to improve water quality in Mill 
Stream and the St. Croix River. 

Lawn Care Workshops - Hugo and Woodbury
On April 21 in Woodbury and April 28 in Hugo, 
Jenn, Angie, and Master Gardeners presented 
lawn care best practices to over 30 participants 
and families. Topics included smart irrigation and 
water-friendly lawn alternatives.

Mahtomedi Rite of Spring April 25th - Angie and 
Jenn joined Jessica Bromelkamp from RCWD 
to lead a room of water activities and provide 
watershed info for attendees at this annual event. 

What Bear Lake Arbor Day Event - May 2
Lake Elmo Sunfish Lake Family Event - May 16

Make ‘N’ Take Rain barrel Workshops 
On May 18th and 19th, 20 
rainbarrels were drilled, 
assembled, and taken 
home to catch rainwater 
before it becomes runoff. 
Many thanks again to the 
RWMWD who cost-shared 
most of the rainbarrels and 

Connie Taillon for leading the workshops. 

Maplewood Middle School Field Day - May 21

Waterfest at Lake Phalen On May 30th, Jenn 
greeted RWMWD Waterfest-goers and played 
a game called “The Ups and Downs of the 
Watershed.”

Explore Your Parks Day June 6th - Angie and 
Charlie Hong led pond dipping at Cottage Grove 
Ravine Park; Jenn led family scavenger hunts 
at Lake Elmo Park Reserve while discussing 
groundwater conservation; and James Landini of 
the WCD led a Turtle Trek to the Turtle Tunnel in 
Big Marine Park. 

Jenn Radtke looks on while Charlie Hong (Age 3) 
delivers a hug to Linnea Radtke (Age 2) during the 
tree planting. 

Recent Education Activities 



Green Communities - Working with HOAs 

During the spring and summer, Jenn and Angie have been giving 
presentations and assisting WCD staff with site visits to homeowners’ 
associations in Forest Lake, Stillwater and Woodbury. Last year, we 
conducted a series of three focus group sessions with HOA board 
members, property management companies, and lawn care providers 
to explore barriers and motivations for installing clean water projects at 
HOAs. The grant also provided funding for the WCD to work with up to 
six HOAs to install projects.

Improving the St. Croix with rural land projects

The Washington Conservation District is currently managing several grant projects that focus on 
reducing phosphorus to the St. Croix River. One grant provides funding to help landowners near 
the river with more than one acre of turf convert their lawn to prairie or other native habitat. Another 
series of grants, known as Top50P, targets properties where projects like grassed waterways, 
sediment basins, and buffers will most help to reduce phosphorus runoff to the river. Wendy Griffin 
has been leading much of the outreach for these projects with additional EMWREP educational 
support from Angie. 

On March 4 in Scandia and March 5 in Denmark Twp., Wendy coordinated informational breakfast 
workshops for farmers and other large landowners to meet WCD and watershed staff and learn 
more about projects they can do on their land, as well as grant assistance available. Both events 
were very well attended and have paved the way for many new BMP projects to begin. 

Clean Water Grant Projects 
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Left: Mike Isensee, MSCWMO, talks with members of 
the Oak Glen Homeowners Association in Stillwater. 

Raingarden Maintenance Workshops

In recent years, many EMWREP partners have 
completed neighborhood stormwater retrofits 
that include numerous residential right-of-way 
raingardens. Some of these projects include grant 
funding for MCC (MN Conservation Corps) crews 
to maintain the gardens for the first three years. 
But, eventually, cities and watersheds rely on the 
homeowners to maintain these stormwater BMPs. 
On May 13, Jenn paired up with Tara Kline, WCD, 
to lead a raingarden maintenance workshop 
in Lake Elmo. Angie joined Mike Isensee, 
MSCWMO, for a similar workshop in Stillwater on 
May 18. 

Above: Jay Riggs, WCD, talks about grant funding 
available to help rural landowners protect the St. 
Croix River by installing projects on their land. 



Community Based Social Marketing 

During June, Angie and Jenn joined other local water educators at a Community Based Social 
Marketing (CBSM) training held at Hamline University. Developed by Dr. 
Doug McKenzie Mohr, community-based social marketing draws heavily 
on research in social psychology, which shows that initiatives to promote 
behavior change are most effective when they are carried out at the 
community level and involve direct contact with people. 

EMWREP has utilized the principals of CBSM for years, regularly conducting 
audience research to help us do more effective outreach, and using 
community events such as garden parties and ice cream socials to help bring 
neighbors together and spread information through social networks. We hope 
to use the new information and resources from this year’s training to guide             

                                    future EMWREP programs that are strategic, focused and effective. 

Evaluating the Impact of Education

A Celebration and a Watershed Plan Update 

On June 16th, the Brown’s Creek Watershed District hosted 
an ice cream social at Brown’s Creek Park Reserve, as part 
of a week of grand opening events for the Brown’s Creek 
Trail. The event was also a creative way to get input from the 
community for BCWD’s 10-year management plan update 
process. Despite cloudy weather and some light rain, we 
served nearly 225 ice cream cones and collected more than 
40 surveys from people that attended. 
 The event also included a “BINGO” game that brought 
families to different stream improvement projects along the 
trail, including creekside plantings at Oak Glen Golf Course, 
an infiltration and treatment system near Countryside Auto, 
and a floodplain restoration project near the old stone arch 
bridge. 

Brown’s Creek Ice Cream Social 

Right: Jenn and Angie take an ice cream break while 
Craig Leiser, BCWD Chair, scoops ice cream. 

5



July

July 11-12 9am-3pm St. Croix Garden Tour  - Stillwater & Lake Elmo area 
    www.familymeans.org/garden-tour

July 21 9am-4pm Water Words that Work  - Hamline University      
    www.hamline.edu/education/cgee/wsp/water-words-that-work/ 

July 29- All Day Washington County Fair - Lake Elmo     
Aug 1    Sign up for a shift at: tinyurl.com/WashCoFair2015 

   
August 

Aug 4  6:30-8pm Evening in the Little Backyard - Oakdale 
    RSVP to sagstettermom@gmail.com 
  
Aug 6  5pm-9pm St. Croix Workshop on the Water  - Hudson Marina     
    Register by July 24 
  stcroixriverassociation.org/event/st-croix-workshop-on-the-water-for-local-leaders/

Aug 27- All Day  Minnesota State Fair  - Saint Paul   
Sept 7   Eco-Experience 

September

Sept 1 4pm-8pm Forest Lake NEMO - Stella’s in Forest Lake      
    Registration Coming Soon 

Sept 30  All Day Metro Children’s Water Festival  -  Saint Paul , State Fairgrounds 
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EMWREP Calendar of Events

Members of the East Metro Water Resource Education Program:
Brown’s Creek Watershed • Carnelian Marine - St. Croix Watershed  
Comfort Lake - Forest Lake Watershed • Cottage Grove • Dellwood  
Forest Lake • Grant • Lake Elmo • Middle St. Croix Watershed • Newport  
Ramsey - Washington Metro Watershed  • Rice Creek Watershed • Stillwater 
South Washington Watershed • Valley Branch Watershed • Willernie  
West Lakeland • Woodbury • Washington Conservation District • Washington County

EMWREP NEWS

Welcome to our newest partners - City of Grant and City of Newport!
Angie will be sending the new 2016-18 EMWREP contract to all partners this month. 


