
Gardening with Native Plants
Angie Hong, East Metro Water Education Program



Angie Hong is the coordinator for Minnesota's East Metro Water 

Resource Education Program (EMWREP), a local government 

partnership with 30 members in Ramsey, Washington, Chisago and 

Isanti Counties. 

In her free time, she enjoys singing, gardening, and exploring the 

prairies, woods and waters of the St. Croix Valley. 

Her book, “Exploring the St. Croix Valley: Adventures on and off the 

Water” will be out in July 2024. 

angie.hong@mnwcd.org

651-796-2210

@mnnature_awesomeness

Read the weekly blog articles! eastmetrowater.org
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Lower St. Croix Watershed Partnership 
www.lsc1w1p.org

East Metro Water Education Program 
www.mnwcd.org/emwrep

Support for locally-led conservation:

Free Site Visits for landowners 

Cost-share grants to help offset costs of 
conservation projects 

Education: Workshops, volunteer events, project 
tours, and community programs throughout the 
year

Topics of expertise: Lake, stream, river and 
wetland health, habitat restoration, invasive 
species management, conservation farming, 
sustainable yards and gardens

http://www.lsc1w1p.org
http://www.mnwcd.org/emwrep
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75% of land in 

Minnesota is 

privately owned

You play a CRITICAL

role in helping to 

rebuild habitat 

corridors for wildlife 

and clean water!



Pre-settlement 
Native Plant 
Communities

In nature, plants                            
commonly grow in                          
association with a                            
particular group of                                 
other compatible plants.                        
These communities are                          
found where specific                  
environmental conditions                        
exist (e.g. soils, topography, climate, water)

Big Woods

Oak Openings & Barrens

Prairie

Wet Meadow



Remaining Native 
Plant Communities

Vegetation removal 
and soil disturbance 
(and soil compaction) 
reduces the amount  
of runoff absorbed, 
increasing sediment-
laden runoff into 
lakes, streams & 
wetlands.                        



Existing Known High 
Quality Habitat

+ 200 Meter Buffer
(the distance small pollinators can fly)

+ Metro Blooms and workshop 
raingardens with Buffers 

Re-building Pollinator Connections
Pollinator Patches and Corridors in Minneapolis
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What is 
your vision 
for your 
yard?
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Types of Native Planting Projects:
1. Trees and shrubs
2. Pocket plantings 
3. Prairies and meadows
4. Bee-friendly lawns
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1. Trees and shrubs



268 species of birds in the St. Croix Valley

More than 300 species use the Mississippi River flyway

60 Species of Greatest Conservation Need





Hackberry 



Nannyberry



Pagoda dogwood



Hazelnut



Wild plum



Redosier dogwood



Black cherry



White Pine



Red maple



White oak



Trees and shrubs for pollinators
Trees & shrubs provide an early nectar source for 
native bees. Planting a flowering tree is THE BEST 
thing you can do to support pollinators. 

Trees:
Willows
American Basswood
Serviceberry-Edible
Pagoda Dogwood
Plum
Cherry
Hawthorn
Apple

Shrubs:
Blueberry 
Raspberry 
Dwarf Bush Honeysuckle
Black Chokeberry
Elderberry 
Red Twig Dogwood
Ninebark
Buttonbush
Cranberry
Spirea / Meadowsweet
Wild Currants



2. Pocket plantings



David Dods, URS

Aster species

Purple coneflower

Cardinal 

Flower

Yellow coneflower



Lawns to 

Legumes
Habitat Guide and 

planting templates 
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500+ species of bees live in Minnesota
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157 species of butterflies live in Minnesota



Eastern Monarch Population Numbers Decrease 53% from 2019
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Pollinator gardens for sun and shade



Shade to Partial Shade

Lady Fern
Photo courtesy of Rusty Schmidt & Dan Shaw

Wild 
Geranium

Culver’s Root

Columbine

Fox Sedge



Partial Shade to Partial Sun

Culver’s Root

Sprengel’s Sedge Bottle Gentian

Blue 
Lobelia Turtlehead



Full Sun

Black-eyed 
Susan

Prairie 
Dropseed

Anise Hyssop

Butterflly 
Milkweed

Coreopsis
Pale Purple 
Coneflower



Full Sun

Meadow Blazing 
Star

Side Oats 
Grama

Early 
Sunflower

‘Karl Foerster’ 
Feather Reed 

GrassAzure AsterPrairie Blazing Star
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3. Prairies and meadows



Pollinator Meadow | Project Example

Project Location: Stillwater 

Project Size: 1 acre

Design considerations: 

• Reduce regular 
mowing 

• Steep slopes

• Transitions from dry 
to wet 

• Create habitat and 
LOTS of color
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Prairies
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4.  Bee friendly lawns



42

Bee lawn = fine fescues + low-growing flowering plants

Find resources and how-to’s at:

bluethumb.org/turf-alternatives/pollinator-lawn

BEE LAWNS AND LAWN ALTERNATIVES WORKSHOPS

Tue., March 26, 6-7:30pm (online)

Thu., March 28, 6:30-7:30pm at Hardwood Creek Library

www.mnwcd.org/events
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What about No Mow May?











Clean edges display “intent” and help keep a space from looking messy

Cues for care



Mowed turf edges along streets and sidewalks 
create edges as well



63

Cues for care

• Walking paths
• Edges
• Garden 

blended with 
more natural 
areas

• Front-loaded 
flowers
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Cues for care

• Hard edge
• Front-loaded 

flowers
• Species 

grouped





∙ Blue Thumb – Planting for Clean Water – www.bluethumb.org
o Plant selector tool; native plant suppliers and contractors; workshops 

and events; info on pollinator gardens, raingardens, shoreline 
plantings and turf alternatives

• Washington Conservation District (Washington County, MN)

o Free site visits www.mnwcd.org

o Planting for Clean Water - www.mnwcd.org/planting-for-clean-water

• Slides and recordings from previous workshops; Print resources; Local 
project examples; Garden with native plants video series

• Blue Thumb Guide to Year Round Yard Care (booklet)

Resources to 
help you get 
started



• Anoka SWCD

www.anokaswcd.org

• Dakota SWCD

https://dakotaswcd.org

• Chisago SWCD

https://chisagoswcd.org

• Isanti SWCD

https://www.isantiswcd.org

• Ramsey Conservation District

www.ramseycounty.us/residents/environment/soil-water-conservation

Resources to 
help you get 
started



• Up to $400 for installing 
pollinator habitat 

• Dark green areas are 
highest priority

• Currently accepting 
applications for fall grants

• Apply at www.bluethumb.org

Lawns to Legumes

http://www.bluethumb.org/
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Have Hope!
• It is easy to feel overwhelmed 

by environmental problems. 
Where do we begin?

• Start small. Even small 
interventions can make a big 
difference when everyone 
works together. 

• Know that you’re not alone. 
Look around!



Thank you!


