
Green Congregation Case Study:
All Saints Lutheran Church, ELCA

Practice:
~ Raingarden

Benefits:
~ Reduces runoff to the 
Mississippi River
~ Removes pollutants
~ Reduces flooding in 
neighbor’s yards 
~ Provides attractive  
landscaping
~ Educates members 
and public about water 
pollution

Partners:
~ All Saints Lutheran 
Church, ELCA 
~South Washington 
Watershed District  
~ Washington 
Conservation District
~ Thrivent Financial 
~ Bailey Nurseries 

Installed by: 
~Members and 
volunteers 

Watershed:
~South Washington 

Constructed:
~ July 2009

Project: In order to be good 
stewards and good neighbors, 
All Saints Lutheran Church (ASLC) 
installed a large raingarden in 2009 
to address drainage problems. Born 
of a desire to let all the rainwater 
soak in, the idea has permeated into 
their congregation and now has 
members creating raingardens at 
home. This welcoming landscape 
feature also invites in members of 
the community as a respite. It has 
truly been a growth experience for 
all involved. 

Above: A rock creek bed forms a path through the 
raingarden.

Above: All Saints Lutheran Church, 
ELCA is located at 8100 Belden 
Blvd. in Cottage Grove, Minnesota. 
The red outline shows the boundaries 
of the South Washington Watershed 
District (SWWD). 

Left: Monarch butterflies feast on 
a Blazing Star, a native wildflower 
planted in the raingardens at ASLC. 
Blazing star blooms in late summer 
and is considered the favorite nectar 
of monarch butterflies. ASLC has 
held a “Blessing of the butterflies.” 



Location:
Cottage Grove, MN 

Mississippi River Basin





Green Congregations Case Study: 
All Saints Lutheran Church, ELCA

Project Costs:
~ $5,200 Total* ** 
   ~ $3,300 construction 
materials and supplies
   ~$1,900 plants 

*All Saints Lutheran Church 
received a grant of $2,575 
from the South Washington 
Watershed District for this 
project 
**ASLC was able to increase 
their cost share grant by their 
members contributing many 
hours of labor, and also reduce 
costs by half with donations of 

supplies and labor.

Statistics:
~ Raingarden 2,000 sf

~ The planting captures 
drainage from 23,950 sf 
of impervious surfaces 
(parking lot and 
rooftop). 

~ The project was 
designed to capture 
runoff from a 1-in rain.

Prior to installing landscaping, the runoff 
from storms would flow into neighbors’ 
yards. Here is the raingarden shortly 
after installation, where water is able to  
infiltrate into the ground. 

Now the raingarden is a thriving native 
habitat awash in beautiful color in the 
growing season, inviting rain, people and 
pollinators alike. 

ASLC added a Free Little Library to their 
raingarden stocked with children’s books 
for anyone in the community to borrow. 
The raingarden also features a peace pole.

All Saints’ “Gang Green Team,” the 
church’s sustainability team. Working with 
others means you share responsibility, 
effort & success!  

The raingarden also provides beautiful 
habitat and a peaceful place to rest. 

Many churches choose to hold dedication 
ceremonies, or blessings, for projects. 

For info: Jenn Radtke, 651-275-1136 x 44, jradtke@mnwcd.org


