FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
 

Seeking St. Croix Valley Residents to Create Habitat for Migratory Birds 
Learn more on April 29 at William O'Brien State Park or May 27 at Afton State Park
 

The St. Croix River Valley is a major migration corridor for more than 320 species of birds, nearly 60 of which are Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN), meaning their populations are on the decline. Local partners are seeking help from community members and private property owners to plant native trees, shrubs, flowers and plants on their land to provide food and habitat for these migratory birds.  
 

The Washington Conservation District, Great River Greening and Audubon Minnesota are collaborating on two free workshops this spring to jumpstart bird habitat improvement projects in the local area. The first will be on Thursday, April 29 from 6:30-8:30pm at William O'Brien State Park. A second workshop, for people living in the lower St. Croix Valley, is scheduled for Thursday, May 27 from 6:30-8:30pm at Afton State Park. 
 

At these workshops, participants will learn about notable birds found along the St. Croix, such as the red-shouldered hawk, wood thrush, red-headed woodpecker, American woodcock and and Louisiana waterthrush, as well as threats to their survival. Both small backyards and large "back-forties" can provide a home for birds when people add key native trees, shrubs and plants to their existing landscape and remove invasive non-native plants. These habitat improvements also help to keep dirt and pollutants out of local lakes and streams and the St. Croix River. Conservation District staff will help workshop participants to connect with grants and other assistance to get started on projects for their properties.   
 

The upcoming bird conservation workshops are part of a project funded by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to improve and increase habitat for migratory birds throughout the St. Croix Basin. In addition to working with private property owners, several large projects are also planned in state parks and other public areas. Because most land in the St. Croix Valley is privately owned, however, project partners are hoping for high participation from people living in the community to make this effort successful in keeping birds in the valley. 
 

To register for one of the free workshops, please contact Shari Larkin at shari.larkin@mnwcd.org or 651-275-1136 x.27. 
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