FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Cultivate your “Blue Thumb” with a raingarden tour at the Washington County Fair


What is a raingarden and how does it work? What plants grow best in a raingarden? How do you build a raingarden? To learn the answers to these and other questions, join the Washington Conservation District and the Master Gardeners of Washington County for a short tour of the new raingardens at the Washington County Fairgrounds, August 1-5. The 20-minute tours are scheduled for Wednesday through Friday at 6pm, Saturday at 11am and 2pm and Sunday at 1pm. 


Blue Thumb – Planting for Clean Water is a new program designed to help people plant native gardens, create raingardens and stabilize shoreline property with native plants. Raingardens improve water quality by capturing stormwater runoff that would otherwise pollute local lakes and rivers and infiltrating it into the ground so that it can help to recharge groundwater supplies. A website, www.BlueThumb.org, connects people with resources such as local plant retailers, cost-share grants, educational workshops and how-to guides to make planting a raingarden easy.


To join one of the raingarden tours, meet at the raingardens outside of Building D, across the way from the Master Gardener Showcase Gardens at the Washington County Fairgrounds. The tours are free and open to all fairgoers. 
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