Questionnaire for Washington County residents:

1) I live in:  _______________________________________________(city or township).
2) Circle one:

a) I own my own free-standing home 

b) I own a condo or townhouse 

c) I rent a free-standing home 

d) I rent an apartment or condo.

3) How large is your property?  Check one:

· Less than ½ acre

· Between ½ and 1 acres

· Between 1 and 3 acres

· Larger than 3 acres

· Group green space only

· I have no yard

4) How would you describe your yard (if you have one)?  

· Mostly lawn with a few trees

· Landscaped with beds around the perimeter of the house only

· My yard is mostly natural, just a small area for lawn

· I have garden island beds and/or property line plantings

5) I have used the lakes and rivers in this area in the following way(s), check all those that apply:

· I swim or visit beaches

· I go boating or enjoy water sports (e.g. jet skiing)

· I canoe or kayak

· I hunt

· I bird watch

· I like to walk or bike near the water

· I like to drive around the rivers and lakes

· I live near the water

· I don’t use lakes and rivers in Washington County

6) How important is it to you that the quality of our lakes and rivers be protected/restored?  Circle one:

a) Highly important

b) Very important 

c) Important 

d) Less important 

e) Not important 

7) What do you think is the biggest threat to water quality in Washington County?  Place a checkmark in the box in front of your answer (choose one):

· Polluted discharge from industry

· Run-off from agriculture

· Run-off from residential areas

· Septic systems

· Businesses and institutions with huge parking lots and few plantings

· Other (please explain) ___________________________________________________

8) What is a “rain garden”?  Circle all those that apply: 

a) A garden with plants that like “wet feet” during the growing season

b) A garden to absorb and filter extra water when it rains

c) A length of chain hung at the eves, used as a substitute for a downspout

d) A garden located between 15 and 30’ from a downspout with a gentle slope leading to it, a flat spot in the middle and an elevated area along the outer downhill edge containing both moisture-tolerating and upland ornamental plantings 

e) Another name for the Amazonian rain forest

f) A floating garden inside a rain barrel  

9) What is phosphorus?   ___________________________________________________

10) If I don’t live on a lake or river, water from my driveway, yard and downspouts doesn’t affect water quality on lakes or rivers.  Circle one:  T/F 
11) All lakes (especially shallow lakes) have some algae in summer, but what causes excessive algae growth?  Choose one: 

a) It is a natural process that occurs when it gets warm in summer, so more heat=more algae

b) Chemicals from industrial pollution 

c) Too much nutrient run-off  (lawns, parking lots and roads) ends up in the lake

12) Has the State of Minnesota enacted any laws that regulate the type of lawn fertilizer that can be used on your lawn?  Circle one:  Y/N 

13) What happens when pet feces are not picked up from area walks and boulevards?  Circle all appropriate responses:  


a) It is organic matter so it breaks down harmlessly after a bit  

b) It breaks down and the phosphorus contained in it washes into storm drains and goes directly into rivers, streams and lakes 

c) Street sweeping crews get rid of it eventually

14) Gardening is enjoyable.  Circle one: Y/N

15) My favorite landscaping look is:  Circle one:  

a) Shrubs around the perimeter of the house with a large lawn, a couple of trees, all neatly trimmed

b) A naturalistic prairie look with some native grasses, but not messy 

c) Regular landscaping with the addition of some nice perennial beds with some kind of plantings always in bloom (or featured) throughout the season

d) A sport court, basketball court or pool, forget the plants!

e) Wooded and dense with lots of pine and spruce trees, encapsulating “up north”.

f) Other: _________________________________________________

16) If less water leaves my property in a typical rainfall (i.e. drains through my soil instead of running off my property), the following statements are true (check all that apply):

a) My outdoor plants will need watering less frequently

b) My basement might get wet

c) The groundwater gets replenished 

d) Storm water runoff is reduced 

e) Mosquitoes will breed in my yard more easily

f) Other: _______________________________

17) What is Blue Thumb?  _________________________________________________ 

18) Which lake property has a higher re-sale value (other factors being more or less equal) Circle one:
a) A lakeshore with a neat and tidy gravel riprap along the edge and a nice thick mowed lawn abutting the gravel, maybe a tree or two nearby or 

b) A lakeshore with mixed native plants (of various heights) that are suitable for bird habitat, planted in a naturalistic style extending right into the water’s edge?

19) Give us your opinion about landscaping with native plants: Circle all that apply a)
a) They’re kind of touchy to grow 

b) They look weedy

c) They attract birds and butterflies  

d) They are difficult to locate in local garden centers  

e) Their names are not well known so can’t visualize them 

f) Their roots are longer than lawn grass roots

g) I don’t know where to find information about their use 

h) I don’t get what the buzz is about native plants all of a sudden 

i) I use native plants in my landscaping  

j) They’re less colorful than non-native plants  

k) Increasing native plant use can help our community look less generic 

l) Native plants are well suited to local conditions

m) Other: __________________________________________________________

20) Why is there a recommendation to remove lawn clippings from driveways and sidewalks and the curb area? __________________________________________________

21) Installing rain gardens and shoreline plantings on my property could increase my property values.  Circle one: Y/N

22) If you were creating updating your landscaping and wanted to use native plants, which of the following resources would you be most likely to use.  Circle the top choice and rank the rest in the boxes on the left (1 for next most likely to use, 2 for slightly less likely, etc.):

· I’d use the research obtained from an Internet search

· My local city government web site under the heading “Public Works”

· Find example photos or designs-I’m a visual person

· The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, personal visit or web site information

· Call my brother (or another family member) and ask him (or her), because that person always knows what to do.

· I’d search for grants to help fund the project

· Easy to use manual or plant guide would be great

· Design assistance from an expert at a public agency

· I’d go to the local library and check out a few books

· A professional landscaping company

· The DNR web site

· The neighbor with the nice garden

· Find fact sheets at the local watershed district office

· Other __________________________________________

23) What makes it more challenging to participate in a type of storm water reduction landscaping program at your home, workplace, place of worship, club, etc.? Circle all those that apply:   

a) I have never heard about any programs in this area 

b) Didn’t realize impact of storm water runoff 

c) Worried about costs involved 

d) Lot is too small to re-landscape to catch downspout water 

e) Lot is too steep to easily re-landscape, 

f) Have other priorities 

g) Time constraints, couldn’t squeeze in a project 

h) Can’t impact the landscape at my workplace 

i) Might be too complicated  

j) Don’t know where to go for advice on a project of this type  

k) It didn’t rain much in early summer, why does storm water runoff need reducing?

l) Other: please elaborate___________________.

24) How many lakes or waterways in Washington County are impaired?  

a) None, our county is in good shape in that category


b) Over 40%

c) Over 90%

25) I would like to see more examples of native plant gardens in our community, parks and public spaces.  Circle one: Y/N 

26) I have seen a rain garden demonstration plot at the Washington County fairgrounds or elsewhere.  Circle one: Y/N

27) Pretend that someone has asked you to add on some additional native plant landscaping at your home or office that, once completed, would reduce the pressure from runoff on lakes and rivers.  Which of the following factors might make you hesitate after hearing a proposal (Check all those that apply):

· It might be too expensive

· Sounds like too much work

· It won’t fit with my current landscaping style

· Could be worth investigating, the yard is ready for a bit of freshening

· I live in an apartment, condo or place where I have no input into the landscaping

· I wouldn’t do it, because I don’t live anywhere near lakes or rivers

· Again with the questions about native plants, what is the big deal?

· Too difficult to take care of these plantings if installed at my workplace

· Other ______________________________________________________

28) Does Washington County have a Conservation District office?  Circle one:  Y/N

       If you answered Yes above, please indicate where you think this office is located:

       ____________________________________________________________________

29) Which of the following benefits of improved stormwater management (installation of raingardens, the use of semi-permeable paving materials, shoreline restoration, etc.) do you think is most important-Circle one:

a) Improved local aesthetics

b) Cleaner water in lakes and rivers for recreation

c) Reduced spending for local cities, counties an watershed districts

d) Increased business opportunities for local landscapers

e) Waterfowl and birds have better food supplies

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS QUESTIONNAIRE.  YOUR PARTICIPATION HELPS TO PROVIDE VALUABLE INFORMATION FOR WASHINGTON COUNTY!

