PRESS RELEASE

Valley Branch Watershed District creates a new grant program to help residents in central Washington County improve local habitat and water quality

Beginning this year, the Valley Branch Watershed District (VBWD) will begin helping local landowners and communities to plant trees, gardens and other projects to improve surface water quality of lakes, streams, and wetlands within the watershed. Projects that will be funded through the program include shoreline stabilization, gully erosion repairs, raingarden installations, wetland, prairie, and woodland habitat restoration projects, and more. 

There are three levels of grants within the new VBWD program:
Plant Grant Program provides up to $500 for native plants and seeds for habitat and water quality projects such as raingardens, stabilizing shorelines, and restoring wetlands, prairies, and woodlands. 

Assistance for Individuals Program provides technical assistance and matching funds (up to $2500) to help individuals plan and implement projects such as shoreline stabilization, gully repairs, and raingardens to improve surface water quality of our lakes, streams, and wetlands.

Community Grants Program provides technical and financial assistance to community groups, churches, schools and municipalities to implement water quality improvement projects. 
The Valley Branch Watershed District covers parts of Lake Elmo, Baytown, West Lakeland Twp., Afton, Oakdale, Grant, Pine Springs, Mahtomedi, North St. Paul and Maplewood. For more information, please visit http://www.vbwd.org/GrantForms.htm or contact the Valley Branch Watershed District Best Management Practices Cost-Share Coordinator, Rusty Schmidt, at rusty.schmidt@mnwcd.org or 651-275-1136 extension 36. To learn about native plants, raingardens and shoreline plantings visit www.BlueThumb.org for plant lists, local retailers, garden plans and more.
