Upcoming workshop on the water will connect local community officials with tools to protect the St. Croix River 

On Wednesday, July 21 at 6pm, the Grand Duchess will set sail from the marina in Hudson, WI with 100 local officials and decision-makers aboard. It will be the fifth in a series of workshops for St. Croix Basin communities interested in protecting the scenic, recreational, economic and ecological qualities of the St. Croix River, as well as local community lakes and streams. 

The St. Croix River has long been a source of pride for communities in both Minnesota and Wisconsin, in addition to generating tourism revenue for the region. It was one of the original eight rivers designated by the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968. Today, declining water quality in the river and its tributaries, as well as an increase in development throughout the river basin, pose concerns for communities on both sides of the St. Croix. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency listed Lake St. Croix as impaired by excess phosphorus in 2008, and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources followed suit in 2009. Also in 2009, American Rivers declared the Lower St. Croix to be one of “America’s Most Endangered Rivers.” In response, Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle and Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty announced a cooperative agreement to clean up and maintain the river.

Next week’s workshop on the water will be part of the St. Croix River Association’s River Awareness Week, July 17-25. Other collaborating partners for the event include the Minnesota and Wisconsin DNRs, East Metro Water Resource Education Program, Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization, Washington Conservation District, University of Minnesota Extension and the National Park Service. 

The event will include a keynote speech by Jim Almendinger, Senior Scientist with the St. Croix Watershed Research Station, followed by three interactive learning activities. Workshop facilitators will conduct a guided view from the river, showcasing stories of success from rural, developing and fully developed communities along the river. They will also share water samples, aquatic invertebrates and monitoring technology. A final activity will help communities to select appropriate policies and practices to protect water quality and achieve other community goals. People attending next week’s workshop will include city council members, planning and environmental commission representatives, city and county planners and watershed agency board members. 

After the workshop, Conservation St. Croix, a collaborative of nine Minnesota Soil and Water Conservation Districts in the St. Croix Basin, plans to provide targeted assistance to help communities update policies, ordinances and zoning and subdivision codes to better protect the river. Post workshop efforts will also help communities to take part in the new “Blue Star” Recognition Program, which was developed to reward Minnesota communities for reducing stormwater runoff into lakes and rivers and for good water-management policies.
