Survey shows that Washington County residents are “Watershed Wizards”


When last week’s educational testing results were released, didn’t you breathe a tiny sigh of relief knowing that you no longer have to take test after test just to graduate high school and take test after test in college? I don’t know about you, but I am still plagued by a recurring dream that I awake the morning of finals week, only to realize that I’ve forgotten to attend one of my classes for an entire semester. Oops! Of course, just when you think that you’ve come to the point in your life when you’ll never have to take another test, someone hands you a sheet of paper and asks you to fill out a “survey.” Hmm, you say, there is something familiar about this. 


The funny thing about surveys is that although they bear a striking resemblance to tests, they are inherently more fun to complete and usually stress-free. Surveys aid businesses to develop new products, guide government agencies in evaluating the effectiveness of programs, and let us all know how our own attitudes, opinions, behaviors and knowledge compare with those around us. And who doesn’t love to find out survey results?


Last month, people in Washington County were asked to take the Watershed Wizards survey. Survey questions asked residents how much they understand water resource issues, whom they feel is responsible for water pollution in our area, and what steps they personally have taken to limit water pollution at their homes. The results show that while there is still room for improvement, people in our area are mostly well informed about water issues and care a great deal about the quality of our water resources.


Among some of the highlights from the survey, 95% of respondents were able to correctly identify the role of a watershed district – to conserve water resources through land use planning, water quality monitoring, and flood control. Eighty-six percent are concerned about the quality of water resources in Washington County, and another 60% are actively involved in keeping local water resources clean. In other good news, over 90% of the people who took the survey indicated that they compost their yard waste, plant native flowers in their yards and sweep grass and leaves out of the streets; these are all good practices for keeping our local water resources clean.


Of course, there is always room for improvement. About 12% of survey respondents incorrectly guessed that stormwater is treated at a wastewater treatment facility. In reality, storm sewers discharge water directly to local lakes and rivers! Additionally, a few people thought that mowing your lawn down to the edge of a lake or river would be good for water quality. In fact, a five to ten foot buffer of native plants is the best way to protect your local water bodies from runoff pollution. 


Over the next three years, the East Metro Water Resource Education Program will begin outreach and education activities to help people understand the threats to our local water resources and to make changes in their own lives to improve regional water quality. Hopefully in three years we can revisit these survey questions and give Washington County residents an unqualified stamp of approval.

Angie Hong is an educator with the East Metro Water Resource Education Program. She can be reached at (651) 275-1136 x. 35 angie.hong@mnwcd.org
