City staff and local engineers crowd the room to learn new techniques for preventing water pollution 


On February 6, city staff and local design engineers from around the east metro area attended a workshop to learn new ways to prevent water pollution in their communities. At the workshop, entitled “Stormwater U,” engineers and designers learned how to build new houses and businesses with landscaping features that actually prevent water pollution. These features, referred to as infiltration techniques or volume control measures, catch polluted stormwater runoff and prevent dirt, chemicals and phosphorus from contaminating local lakes and rivers. Workshop participants learned how to design raingardens (bowl-shaped gardens that collect rainwater and soak it into the ground) on a large and small scale and how to design new houses and businesses so that they create little or no water pollution.  


Most people do not realize that stormwater runoff is the number one cause of water pollution in the Twin Cities metro area. The best way to prevent stormwater from polluting local water bodies is to stop it in its tracks. Infiltration systems like raingardens catch stormwater as it runs off of roofs, driveways and roads and soak the water into the ground. The water is purified by several layers of soil and replenishes the groundwater aquifers we use for drinking water.


Nearly 70 people crowded the room at the February 6th Stormwater U workshop, and a second workshop, planned for March 1 is already half-full. The workshop was sponsored in part by the East Metro Water Resource Education Program, as well as the Brown’s Creek, South Washington and Valley Branch Watershed Districts and the Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization. As a result of these two workshops, city staff and engineers in the east metro will be much better equipped to manage stormwater pollution and to help keep our lakes and rivers clean. For more information about the March 1st workshop, contact Angie Hong, educator for the East Metro Water Resource Education Program at 651-275-1136 x.35 or angie.hong@mnwcd.org.

