The “Secret to Leisurely Landscaping” will be a little easier to learn with help from the South Washington Watershed District


Residents of Woodbury, Cottage Grove, Newport, St. Paul Park and Grey Cloud Township can now get help from the South Washington Watershed District (SWWD) to beautify their yards and help to keep local lakes and rivers clean. SWWD, which is a member of the Blue Thumb – Planting for Clean Water Program, created a new grant program this year to help residents plant native gardens, raingardens and shoreline plantings to help prevent stormwater pollution. There are three levels of grants available through the program. Individual homeowners can qualify for a cost-share grant of up to $2500, cooperative neighborhood plantings can receive up to $5000 and commercial or municipal projects can qualify for up to $20,000. These grants are cost-share, meaning that the SWWD will pay for up to half the cost of a planting project, with residents matching their own funds and/or labor to plant the gardens. Priority will be given to projects near Powers, Wilmes or Colby Lakes, although projects in other parts of the watershed may still qualify for assistance. 


Blue Thumb plantings like native gardens, raingardens and shoreline plantings are not only good for water quality, but also provide many other benefits. Native plants are lower maintenance than turf grass because they do not require mowing, fertilizing or pesticides. After the first year, they don’t even need to be watered! Blue Thumb gardens attract birds and butterflies and discourage geese from congregating. Raingardens are especially good for controlling erosion, wet spots and other drainage issues. 


In addition to grants, staff from the SWWD or Washington Conservation District can also schedule a free site visit at your property to help develop a landscaping plan. To learn more about the SWWD grants, contact Tim Sundby at 651-275-1136 x.23. Visit www.BlueThumb.org to find garden plans, plant information and local nurseries and landscapers. 

