Rain barrels protect water resources and lower your water bill


When we bought our house three years ago, it was located on a gravel road with a private well and septic tank. Six months later, we received a letter in the mail from the city notifying us that our neighborhood was scheduled for improvements including paved roads, curb and gutter, and hook-up to city water and sewer. Now, I will spare you the details of how we nearly died when we discovered our lot was actually double-wide and would be assessed $60,000 for the improvements. Nor will I bore you with my saga of how I was forced to walk a block in knee deep mud each day during road construction to get from my house to my car, parked in a nearby neighborhood. Instead I will focus on one of the lesser, but still annoying, results of our neighborhood improvement project – the water and sewer bills that now arrive each month. 


My husband and I have never been the types to keep a high-maintenance yard. Let the rain water the lawn, we say, and if the grass gets a little high in June, then there is just more of it to love. However, now that we must pay for every ounce of water we use, we really think about the ways we can conserve. Now we hesitate before leaving the hose running for hours just to water the garden. We’ve also started to think about ways that we can save some of the water we get naturally from rainfall and use it to water our plants during the dry weeks. That’s where rain barrels come into the story.


Rain barrels collect runoff water from your roof so that it can be saved and reused. They are good for the environment because they limit the amount of runoff that goes to the storm sewer. They also provide you with a ready supply of water for your yard and garden, saving you money and conserving groundwater resources. Most people use barrels that are 50-65 gallons, but you can buy them as large as 130 gallons, or attach them together to allow for more storage. One rain barrel will not be enough to collect all the water from your house roof, but a series of strategically placed barrels at downspouts can make a good dent in the amount of runoff your home creates.

Ready-made rain barrels can be found on-line or at a local store. Some good places to look include:

· W.E.T.T. Rain Barrels (612) 327-3343 thieltr@hotmail.com
$60 for a 20-gallon barrel or $90 for 55 gallons, discount for more than one

· Gerten’s 5500 Blaine Ave., Inver Grove Heights

$180 for a 55-gallon barrel

· Fleet Farm 5635 Hadley Ave. N, Oakdale

$140 for a 65-gallon barrel

Many people also make their own barrels from recycled pickle or whiskey barrels.  That’s how my husband and I ended up with an old pickle barrel collecting water at the top of our driveway. On April 28, 10am-1pm, the Washington Conservation District will host a “Make and Take” Rain Barrel Workshop at the Washington County Fairgrounds. For $45, you will receive all the materials you need to make a 55-gallon rain barrel. Instructors at the workshop will help you build the barrel and give you instructions for how to install and use it at home. To register for the workshop, download a form at www.mnwcd.org or call 651-275-1136. 

Angie Hong is an educator with the East Metro Water Resource Education Program. She can be reached at (651) 275-1136 x. 35 angie.hong@mnwcd.org
