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GREAT RIVER GREENING RECEIVES BUSH FOUNDATION GRANT FOR 

ST. CROIX HEALTHY WATERS INITIATIVE

Great River Greening, in partnership with the Washington County Conservation District and the Chisago Soil and Water Conservation District, announced today the receipt of a $200,000 Bush Foundation multi-year grant to conserve healthy St. Croix waters, recover shores and bluffs, and encourage local citizen and land owner stewardship in river conservation.

The lower St. Croix River in Minnesota was one of eight inaugural rivers designated as wild and scenic under the 1968 Wild and Scenic River Act.  This designation was intended to preserve the free-flowing conditions of some of the nation’s most precious rivers.  Unfortunately, the lower St. Croix now faces threats other than dams.  Rapid population growth and accompanying land use changes will affect the water resources of the St. Croix River basin.  Based on the 40% projected population growth in the St. Croix basin by the year 2020, it is imperative to begin and continue good land practices to prevent the degradation of water resources.

The St. Croix Healthy Waters Initiative, funded in part by the Bush Foundation grant, is a program to improve water quality in the St. Croix River by restoring upland plant communities and establishing best management practices. Great River Greening, Washington Conservation District, and Chisago Soil and Water Conservation District will work collaboratively on the three objectives of outreach, technical assistance, and project implementation to achieve water quality improvements.

Project goals include:

· Improvement of the water quality of the St. Croix River and its tributaries, helping to achieve a goal of 20% phosphorus reduction.

· MORE  -

BUSH GRANT – PAGE TWO

· The creation and demonstration of best management practices for ravine and slope stabilization, stream and river bank restoration, and storm water infiltration and treatment.  

· Outreach concerning the importance of practices that protect water quality, including the training of land owners in the protection and improvement of the ecological condition of the landscape.

· Provision of land owner incentive funding and land owner assistance.

· The protection, connection and buffering of important natural areas.

· The improvement of habitat of species of conservation need.

· The creation of a water shed restoration model that can be applied in other regions.

The ultimate contribution of the project, according to Dan Shaw, Great River Greening’s Conservation Director will be the actual on the ground examples of best land management practices that solve current erosion and sedimentation problems. This work will provide residential landowners with specific examples of what they can do on their own property to prevent such problems and contribute to healthy St. Croix waters.

An important tactic that the Washington County Conservation District will employ in educating residents in the St. Croix Valley of water resources is the Blue Thumb – Planting for Clean Water Program, originally created by the Rice Creek Watershed District. According to Jay Riggs, District Manager for Washington Conservation District, “Blue Thumb will be an important outreach and education tool for Washington County. Blue Thumb will help people to make a difference in water quality at an individual level.”
Deborah Karasov, Executive Director of Great River Greening stated, “The development of good land practices, the engagement of land owners and volunteers in learning and utilizing these practices meets absolutely the mission of Great River Greening to restore the land, build community partnerships, and inspire environmental stewardship. We are pleased to have this opportunity as a result of the Bush Foundation grant.”

Current funding partners for the St. Croix Healthy Waters Initiative include the Bush Foundation, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and the Washington County Conservation District.

For more information about Great River Greening visit www.greatrivergreening.org
For more information about Washington County Conservation District visit www.mnwcd.org
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