For immediate release:
 

Volunteers help to plant a raingarden at Lakeland City Hall
 

On Saturday, July 7, nearly thirty volunteers braved scorching heat to plant a raingarden at Lakeland City Hall. The raingarden is designed to collect stormwater runoff from the building's roof and from adjacent sidewalks and will reduce water pollution to the nearby St. Croix River. Jim Gilles, Public Works Director for the City of Lakeland, began his plans for the raingarden after attending a workshop in February called "Stormwater U" that was sponsored by Brown's Creek, Middle St. Croix, South Washington and Valley Branch Watersheds. At the workshop, Gilles learned about innovative ways to control water pollution from stormwater runoff such as raingardens, porous pavement and infiltration basins. With Gilles leading the way, local entities including the Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization, the Washington Conservation District and SEH Inc. worked together to design an effective raingarden for the Lakeland City Hall.
 

Master Gardeners from Washington County, as well as a local boy scout troop, and several community members came to Lakeland on Saturday to help with the planting. Despite the heat, the volunteers remained in good spirits as they helped to spread compost and mulch throughout the garden, install edging and a decorative fence and plant over 500 plants. For Master Gardeners Nona Cummings, Jackie Metelak and Janet Simonson, the planting session on Saturday was a good follow-up to the Blue Thumb raingarden training they attended in March. Others, like City Council Member Nancy Jacobsen and Planning Commission Member Louise Russell from St. Mary's Point, came out on Saturday to sharpen their skills for future projects in their own communities. 
 

For those who wish to visit the new raingarden, Lakeland City Hall is located at 690 Quinnell Avenue North. Homeowners interested in installing a raingarden at their own homes can visit www.BlueThumb.org for more information or contact the Washington Conservation District at 651-275-1136. 
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