Green up your lawn without draining a local lake

Okay, okay, I know we like to have lush, velvety lawns of thick green grass to roll around on and walk barefoot though. As spring moves into summer, however, let’s promise ourselves that we will use a little thought and rationality in our quest for the perfect grassy lawn. 


Do any of these scenarios sound familiar to you? First, I passed by my neighbor’s house this morning with sprinklers going full guns, despite the fact that we had a thunderstorm last night. In fact, at many an abode near my home I have seen sprinklers going even in the midst of a torrential downpour! If you are one of those people that just sets a timer and lets your sprinklers do the thinking for you, buy a rain sensor for $20 and end the insanity. 


Second, my husband and I got in the car the other day to head to a friend’s house for dinner and rolled down the windows to enjoy the warm evening air. As my dear Gary inattentively cruised through the neighborhood, whap! A spray of water from an errant sprinkler flew through the window and splashed across my face. If you are going to use a sprinkler to water your lawn or garden, please, check to ensure that you are not watering your driveway, the road, or your neighbor’s face. In fact, for gardens, many people find that it is more effective to use a soaker hose to get the water where it needs to go.


Third, I’ve got this neighbor that leaves the water going for hours on end, day after day after day. Grass is not an aquatic plant, and it does not need to be saturated in water 24 hours a day to survive. In fact, the roots of turf grass cannot absorb more than 1 inch of water at a time. Try this silly trick to keep from over-watering your lawn. Place an empty tuna can in an unobtrusive location on your lawn before you turn the sprinklers on. When it is full, the grass has had enough water. When all of the water in the can evaporates, it is time to water again. (Note that you might not have to water more than once a week!) 


Do you hate to mow your lawn? Then don’t do it so often. The roots of turf grass are generally as long as the above ground height of the lawn. That means that the taller your grass is, the better it can absorb water and the greener it will be. Taller grass also makes it harder for weeds to germinate. When you do mow the lawn, set your cut height a bit higher to avoid scorching. 


Does it seem like all the water you are dumping on your lawn is just running off into the street? It’s not your imagination! The soil beneath most residential lawns is highly compacted, almost like rock, meaning that it can absorb little water. You can reduce soil compaction and improve infiltration in your lawn by renting a lawn aerator from a local garden supply store. 


Remember as you embark on your journey towards a greener lawn that our water supplies are not endless. By using a little common sense, you can achieve the lawn of your dreams without draining you local aquifer or inciting the wrath of your neighbors. 
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