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The Blue Thumb Guide to Raingardens Now Available


Tired of the winter? Start planning for spring and summer gardening projects with the Blue Thumb Guide to Raingardens, written by local raingarden experts Rusty Schmidt, Dan Shaw and David Dods. The book, which leads homeowners through the steps to designing and installing raingardens in their yards, is perfect for gardeners and non-gardeners alike.

Beginning with understanding your property, the authors discuss where to site a raingarden and how to use raingardens to control water flow problems like erosion and wet spots. They next explain how to determine the best size for the garden and give detailed directions on preparing the soil and digging the garden bed. After moving through plant selection, directions for planting and adding finishing touches to the raingarden, the authors end with a chapter on raingarden maintenance and another with answers to commonly asked questions. 


 The information presented in the first eight chapters incorporates the most up-to-date research and experience available on raingarden design and installation. Perhaps, the most distinctive feature of the book, however, are the last three sections, which include a detailed chart to help homeowners select the best plants for their gardens, 23 pages of full-color plant photos with descriptions, growing ranges and plant characteristics and six garden blueprints. The blueprints alone make the book a worthy buy, with layout and planting plans for showy native prairie gardens, shade and sun gardens, bird and butterfly gardens, and low-maintenance shrub gardens. 


With years of experience under their belts and literally hundreds of raingardens designed and planted throughout the midwest, Schmidt, Shaw and Dods have created a guidebook which is colorful, entertaining and easy to use. The book ensures that virtually any homeowner in the upper Midwest, whether a novice or a Master Gardener, can plant a beautiful raingarden that will add visual appeal to the yard and help to prevent water pollution from stormwater runoff within the neighborhood. 


The Blue Thumb Guide to Raingardens can be purchased locally from the Washington Conservation District for $17.95. Call Angie Hong at (651) 275-1136 x. 35 for more information or e-mail angie.hong@mnwcd.org. For more information about native gardens, raingardens and shoreline plantings, visit www.BlueThumb.org. 

