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. East-Metro

Water Resource Education Program



East Metro Water Resource Education Program: The East Metro Water Resource Education Program (EMWREP) is a partnership that was formed in 2006 to develop a comprehensive water resource education and outreach program for the east metro area of St. Paul, MN. Current members of EMWREP include Brown’s Creek, Comfort-Lake Forest Lake, Rice Creek, Ramsey-Washington Metro, South Washington, and Valley Branch Watershed Districts, Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization, the cities of Cottage Grove, Dellwood, Forest Lake, Lake Elmo, Stillwater, and Willernie, Washington County and the Washington Conservation District. 

The EMWREP region covers all of Washington County as well as the portions of Valley Branch and Comfort Lake - Forest Lake Watershed Districts that stretch into Anoka, Ramsey and Chisago Counties. The goal of EMWREP is to reduce non-point source water pollution from storm water runoff and illicit discharges by educating citizens, municipal staff and officials, developers and businesses.

MS4 permit education requirements:

1. Public Education and Outreach

2. Public Participation

3. Education about Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

4. Education about Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control 

5. Post Construction Stormwater Management Education

6. Education for Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping in Municipal Operations

Summary of EMWREP activities for 2009:

General Education Campaign: activities aimed at increasing awareness of water resource issues.
· Weekly news articles in Stillwater Gazette and other local papers (www.mnwcd.org/water_education_city_staff.php for links to past articles)

· WaterShed Partners Clean Water MN media campaign work:

· 12 billboards in metro in June

· Comcast cable ads (ducky and goldfish)

· St. Paul Saints radio (TV and radio PSA's for games)

· MPR (ads on KNOW and on-line)

· PSA's  in 10 theaters 

· Channel 45 (221 30-sec ads)

Blue Thumb – Planting for Clean Water program: encouraging homeowners to plant native gardens, raingardens and shoreline projects to protect surface and groundwater resources. www.BlueThumb.org 
· 6 Blue Thumb workshops in spring 2009 – 130 total participants 

· Nearly 100 residential BMP projects in progress for 2009

· Outreach at dozens of local community events

· Blue Thumb parties and HOA presentations for several target neighborhoods

· Upcoming: 3 Blue Thumb workshops for fall 2009

· Blue Thumb metro-wide media

· Ads on Current 89.3

· Star Tribune - Green edition ad and web banner ad

· Northern Gardener ad

· Living Green Expo

· Roseville Mall Green Expo

· WCCO talk radio - Mon. June 1

· EcoExperience at State Fair

NEMO Workshops: education for elected officials and decision makers



· March 31 workshop at Stillwater Library – 65 participants

· April 28 workshop at Science Museum – 30 participants

· June 17 workshop on St. Croix River - 104 participants

· Upcoming: Sept. 24 and 25 Land Conservation and Clean Water Summit at Arboretum

MS4 Education Toolkit: The toolkit contains educational materials for each of the six minimum control measures in the MS4 permit, including brochures, posters, slide shows, training videos and more. Highlights of the kit include two new training videos for parks and public works staff that address raingarden maintenance and stormwater pollution prevention in general parks maintenance, as well as a new Blue Thumb Guide to Year-Round Yard Care for homeowners.
· On-line at www.cleanwatermn.org/ms4toolkit
· Materials can be borrowed from WCD office

Stormwater U: a technical training series for municipal employees, including engineers, planners, inspectors and public works staff.
· Stormwater pond excavation workshop - May 6

· Upcoming: Bioinfiltration maintenance workshop – Oct. 16 in Cottage Grove
· Upcoming: Advanced bioinfiltration maintenance workshop – December
For more information about EMWREP program activities, contact:

Angie Hong – Water Resource Educator

East Metro Water Resource Education Program

651-275-1136 x.35

angie.hong@mnwcd.org

