Discover the Secret to Leisurely Landscaping 


Would you like to spend less time mowing and more time enjoying your yard this summer? Perhaps you’ve got a spot on your lawn that’s always wet or a hill that erodes every time it rains. Maybe you’re just sick of the same boring lawn and ready to beautify your landscape with luscious gardens that keep our local wetlands and the Mississippi River clean. 


Nona Cummings, a Master Gardener in Washington County, will introduce you to the Blue Thumb – Planting for Clean Water Program. Get excited with photos of beautiful gardens and learn what financial and technical resources are available in the Cottage Grove area to help you create your own gardens. Cost-share grants are available for some homeowners who plant raingardens and shoreline plantings that improve local water quality, and all residents of Washington County qualify for a free site visit with a landscape ecologist through the Washington Conservation District.

Blue Thumb plantings like native gardens, raingardens and shoreline plantings are not only good for water quality, but also provide many other benefits. Native plants are lower maintenance than turf grass because they do not require mowing, fertilizing or pesticides. After the first year, they don’t even need to be watered! Blue Thumb gardens attract birds and butterflies and discourage geese from congregating. Raingardens are especially good for controlling erosion, wet spots and other drainage issues. Visit www.BlueThumb.org to find garden plans, plant information and local nurseries and landscapers. Contact the Washington Conservation District, www.mnwcd.org or 651-275-1136 for more information about grants and site visits. 

