Discover the Secret to Leisurely Landscaping 


Would you like to spend less time mowing and more time enjoying your yard this summer? Perhaps you’ve got a spot on your lawn that’s always wet or a hill that erodes every time it rains. Maybe you’re just sick of the same boring lawn and ready to beautify your landscape with luscious gardens that keep our local lakes and the St. Croix River clean. 

 If so, then join us for a Planting for Clean Water workshop on Tuesday, March 3 from 6:30-8pm at the Carpenter Nature Center to see dozens of inspirational and affordable garden designs that integrate native plants and clean our waters. The program fee is $5.00 per person or $3.00 for “Friends of CNC”. Register at 651-437-4359 or Mayme@CarpenterNatureCenter.org. After attending you can receive design and installation assistance. People living in high priority areas within their watershed may also qualify for mini grants to install their new gardens. 
Blue Thumb plantings like native gardens, raingardens and shoreline plantings are not only good for water quality, but also provide many other benefits. Native plants are lower maintenance than turf grass because they do not require mowing, fertilizing or pesticides. After the first year, they don’t even need to be watered! Blue Thumb gardens attract birds and butterflies and discourage geese from congregating. Raingardens are especially good for controlling erosion, wet spots and other drainage issues.

Visit www.BlueThumb.org to find garden plans, plant information and local nurseries and landscapers.

