The Blue Thumb Program replaces dirty water with luscious blooms


Are you frustrated by a dwindling shoreline? Is erosion causing damage to your yard? Are you disgusted by the smelly green algae overtaking your local lake or river every summer? If so, Blue Thumb may be just what you need. Here in the Forest Lake area, an exciting new program called Blue Thumb – Planting for Clean Water is available to help you budget, design and plant native flower gardens, raingardens and shoreline stabilizing plantings on your property. Blue Thumb gardens are beautiful and easy to maintain, as well as helping to improve local water quality. The Blue Thumb website, www.BlueThumb.org contains a variety of resources for new gardeners, including plant selection guides, links to local retailers, how-to manuals and garden blueprints. Also on the website are links to local watershed agencies that can give you mini-grants and technical assistance to make Blue Thumb projects happen. 


It may be cold and snowy outside, but it’s not too early to start thinking about spring and summer gardening projects. Begin your planning by attending an upcoming workshop on March 6, sponsored by Forest Lake Area Schools Community Education. At this class, you can learn how to landscape your property to increase curb appeal, reduce maintenance, attract wildlife and limit flooding and erosion. To register, call 651-982-8110 or register online at www.communityed4u.org.

New this week, you can also visit the Forest Lake Library for information about the Blue Thumb Program. An information kiosk at the library will make several resources available to visitors, including Blue Thumb brochures and bookmarks, raingarden how-to manuals, and flyers listing upcoming trainings and cost-share opportunities to help you put Blue Thumb planting projects in the ground. 

Blue Thumb - Planting for Clean Water is sponsored by the East Metro Water Resource Education Program. Supporters of this educational partnership include Washington County, the Washington Conservation District, and the City of Forest Lake. To find out about upcoming workshops and events, contact Angie Hong (651) 275-1136 ex. 35.

