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LOCAL CONSERVATIONISTS TO BE HONORED AT STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT CONVENTION

Connie Tallion of Stillwater and Bruce Swenson of Scandia will be honored for their conservation work in Washington County at the 72nd annual convention of the Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (MASWCD) in St. Paul, December 7-9. 
Washington Conservation District (WCD) nominated Connie Tallion as the Community Conservationist of the Year due to her tireless efforts to protect water quality in her community. As a board member of the Brown's Creek Watershed District, she actively promotes water resource education efforts in and beyond her watershed.  As a water resource engineer, she assists a number of Washington County communities in meeting water quality goals. Tallion also practices what she preaches and has multiple raingardens and a rain barrel installed on her property.  Last year she hosted the first ever Blue Thumb neighborhood party and is playing a central role in promoting native gardens, raingardens and shoreline plantings in her neighborhood. Tallion's passion and commitment to our natural resources are an inspiration to many. She will be recognized at a luncheon on Dec. 8 at the MASWCD Convention.

In recognition of his continued interest in applying conservation measures on his land, Bruce Swenson has been nominated as the Outstanding Conservationist to represent Washington County for 2008. Swenson has kept soil and water conservation principles in the forefront of his activities, through a change from dairy farming, to row crop agriculture, to conservation development. Fifty-two years ago, Swenson planted tree seedlings from the Washington SWCD for a FFA (Future Farmers of America) project to control erosion created by cow tracks on his family's farm. When he became the third generation to farm the land, he continued to work with the SWCD, installing grassed waterways and a waste management system. Eventually, part of the land was subdivided, but as a conservation development that preserved some land for perpetual agriculture and some for open space. He installed infiltration areas to manage stormwater runoff and restored two wetland basins to their natural hydrology, under the Wetland Conservation Act’s wetland banking program, to contribute towards improved water quality of Goose Lake. Swenson has truly demonstrated a lifetime of conservation work. He will be recognized at a Dec. 9 luncheon at the MASWCD Convention. MASWCD, with support from The Farmer magazine, sponsors the Outstanding Conservationist Award.  The statewide winner of the Outstanding Conservationist of the Year Award will be announced at the convention.
WCD Board Supervisors Louise Smallidge, Cottage Grove, and Rosemary Wallace, Stillwater, will be attending the MASWCD Convention, along with three staff from the WCD. At the convention, to be held at the Crowne Plaza Riverfront Hotel in St. Paul, WCD supervisors and staff will learn about wetland issues, water quality trading, working to restore impaired waters, and more. This year’s theme is “SWCDs – Meeting the Challenge.”

Additional information on the event is available on the Association’s web site at www.maswcd.org. For more information about the Washington Conservation District, visit www.mnwcd.org. 
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