Let’s have a chat about scat

I am the proud owner of a beautiful, athletic, and friendly Irish setter and Springer Spaniel mix. Cocoa and I love to enjoy the outdoors together – we hike the trails at local parks and go for runs around the neighborhood. In fact, I love almost everything about Cocoa. Everything, that is, but the scat. 

No matter what you choose to call it – excrement, feces, poop, scat or dung – it’s just plain unpleasant. I hate standing on the side of the road with my face hidden in embarrassment as Cocoa hunkers down in that all too familiar squat. I hate reaching down to pick up the soft, warm, mess with my blue plastic bag, and I really hate continuing on my way with a bag of muck dangling in my hand. Of course, given the alternative, I have no choice but to continue dutifully picking up after my pooch wherever she may roam. 

Left on the street, canine feces can be washed into storm sewers, sending fecal coliform and other dangerous bacteria into our lakes and rivers whenever it rains. Those people unfortunate enough to swim or fish in water contaminated with fecal coliform can become infected with typhoid fever, viral and bacterial gastroenteritis and hepatitis A. Fecal coliform in the water also contributes to algae growth, making our local lakes green and unsightly and choking out oxygen needed for aquatic life. 

So why blame it on the dogs? A study in Seattle, WA found that 20% of water born bacteria in the area could be traced to dog droppings, and it has been estimated that in a watershed of up to 20 square miles, a mere 100 dogs would contribute enough waste to contaminate a small lake or bay within only two to three days. 

Of course, there are other sources of fecal coliform pollution, including faulty septic systems, sewer pipe leaks and of course, other kinds of animal scat. Canada geese, for example, littering the edges of lakes and ponds around this time of year, are another major source of fecal coliform contamination.  

All of this means that if you, like me, prefer not to swim or fish from polluted waters, you should do your part to keep poop out of the water. Equip yourself with bags whenever you and your dog head out for a walk, and practice bending, scooping and bagging until you can pick up like a pro. Resist feeding the geese, and if you have shoreline property, don’t mow it down to the water, as this encourages geese to settle in. Become an expert on scat, and help to keep our water clean one turd at a time.

