Upcoming Land Conservation and Clean Water Summit to capitalize on new opportunities


Green is no longer the new “it” thing. Green’s gone mainstream, and blue practices that promote clean surface, groundwater and drinking water resources are following fast in green’s footsteps. Green – the new black; blue – the new green. A shift of attitudes in the general public, as well as a host of new local and state conservation initiatives, is making it easier than ever for cites, counties, state agencies and non-profit groups to protect our land and water resources. The Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment passed last fall in Minnesota will provide nearly $200 million in 2010 for habitat protection and restoration, water quality improvements for lakes, rivers and drinking water and support for parks and trails. Meanwhile, innovative technologies are emerging that address multiple environmental concerns. We plant prairies on rooftops and install porous pavement in our parking lots, reducing runoff pollution to nearby lakes and rivers while at the same time recharging groundwater supplies and providing food for birds and insects. 


As exciting as it is to ride this new wave of environmental awareness, many staff and elected officials in our local communities are feeling the strain as public demand for open space, clean waterways and high-quality parks and trails competes with demands for good schools, social services and a vibrant community. They are unsure how to respond when citizens request raingardens on their streets or begin inquiring about the pesticides and fertilizers used on park and city properties. 


The Land Conservation and Clean Water Summit, hosted September 24 and 25 at the University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum will help communities and natural resource professionals better manage our land and water resources and maximize new funding and technical opportunities. Thursday’s sessions are designed to help communities, watersheds, state agencies and others to establish partnerships so that they can maximize their impact with limited staff and finances and make full use of funding available through the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment, as well as state and federal grants. 

A special invitation-only event on Thursday evening is planned for elected and appointed officials, such as city council and planning commission members. During the event, speakers will address issues such as how to develop without sacrificing natural resources, and how to use green and blue practices that are cheaper than conventional alternatives and provide multiple benefits for the community.

Friday’s sessions will focus on green infrastructure, a term used to describe technologies that capture, reuse or soak stormwater into the ground, reducing runoff pollution and restoring the natural water cycle. During these technical sessions, geared towards city engineers, public works staff and other stormwater professionals, conference participants will learn about maintenance of newer technologies like raingardens and porous pavement, in addition to learning about water quality credits and trading and other policy strategies.    


The goal of the Land Conservation and Clean Water Summit, in a nutshell, is to connect local communities with the tools and resources they need to protect their lakes, rivers, parks and open space and to provide them with the background and information they’ll need to address citizens’ natural resources questions and concerns. For more information about the conference, visit www.arboretum.umn.edu/landconservationcleanwater.aspx. 

Angie Hong is an educator for the East Metro Water Resource Education Program, which includes Brown’s Creek, Comfort Lake – Forest Lake, Middle St. Croix, Ramsey Washington-Metro, Rice Creek, South Washington and Valley Branch Watersheds, Cottage Grove, Dellwood, Forest Lake, Lake Elmo, Stillwater, West Lakeland and Willernie, Washington County and the Washington Conservation District.

