All this and more can be yours


What if I told you that you could have the yard of your dreams, with big, pretty shade trees and bountiful gardens of lush, fragrant flowers? What if birds and butterflies landed on your shoulders ala Snow White every time you strolled through your yard and you were awoken each morning by the sweet avian chorus of warblers, chickadees and bluebirds? But wait, there’s more! What if you could singly handedly solve all of our groundwater overuse issues and remove pollution from all of the lakes and rivers within ten miles of your home simply by planting one little raingarden in your front yard? Yes, all this and more can be yours for the low price of – FREE! – simply by attending one of our entertaining and informative spring workshops, conveniently offered at a location near you. 


Does this sound too good to be true? Well, I can’t be blamed if the butterflies don’t happen to land on your shoulders. They can be finicky. By planting a variety of colorful wildflowers native to Minnesota, though, you can be assured that a multitude of butterflies in all different shapes and sizes will visit your yard. As for the birds, I guess I can’t guarantee that they’ll land on your shoulders either, and besides, that would probably hurt anyway. I should know, having been bitten or scratched by just about every bird and animal in North America. With berries and seed heads to eat and good trees for nesting, however, a joyful chorus of birds is certain to wake you up most spring and summer mornings.  


If I must be perfectly honest, you won’t single handedly solve our local water resource issues just by building a raingarden either. Afterall, your neighbors will probably build one too and then you’ll have to share the glory with them. It is true, though, that a typical residential raingarden (100 sq ft) can prevent around 9000 gallons of dirty stormwater per year from flowing into local wetlands, streams, lakes and rivers, in addition to soaking rainwater into the ground to replenish groundwater supplies. It is also true that a raingarden at your home can help you to solve pesky problems like erosion, wet spots in the yard and water in the basement. 


What about those bountiful gardens of lush, fragrant flowers I alluded to earlier? Luckily for you, that one is true! Join me this spring for a Planting for Clean Water workshop and learn how the Blue Thumb program can help you to create beautiful gardens for your home that are affordable, easy to maintain and help to keep local water bodies clean. During these workshops you will get inspired with photos of native gardens, raingardens and shoreline gardens planted here in Minnesota and will get connected with grants, garden blueprints, local nurseries and landscape companies to help you take your dreams from the classroom to your yard. After attending the workshop, we’ll get you in touch with staff from your local watershed or conservation district to schedule a free at home site visit and if you’re lucky, you may even qualify for a grant or free design assistance to help you plant your new gardens.  


Planting for Clean Water workshops are scheduled on Tuesday, March 3 (6:30-8pm) at Carpenter Nature Center in Hastings, Thursday, March 19 (6:30-8pm) at the Gander Mountain Forest Lake, Tuesday, March 24 (6-7:30pm) at the Stillwater Library, Saturday, April 25 (10-11:30am) at the Cottage Grove Public Works building, and Tuesday, April 28 (6-7:30pm) at the Lake Elmo City Hall. For the Carpenter Nature Center workshop, there is a fee of $5 per person or $3 for “Friends of CNC”. Register for the CNC workshop at 651-437-4359 or Mayme@CarpenterNatureCenter.org. All other workshops are free. Register with Angie Hong (angie.hong@mnwcd.org or 651-275-1136 x.35) – that’s me!

Angie Hong is an educator with the East Metro Water Resource Education Program, representing Brown’s Creek, Comfort Lake – Forest Lake, Lower St. Croix, Middle St. Croix, Ramsey Washington, Rice Creek, South Washington and Valley Branch Watersheds, Cottage Grove, Dellwood, Forest Lake, Lake Elmo, Stillwater, Willernie, West Lakeland, Washington County and the Washington Conservation District. 
