It’s not that I’m lazy, but…

There are few times in life when the easy thing to do is also the right thing. When the rare occasion strikes, however, I’m ready to do the right thing! I’m talking, of course, about all those pesky leaves that fall from the trees and coat your lawn in a beautiful, but highly annoying, patchwork mosaic. There was a time when fall, and the threat of raking, would fill me with dread. For 11 months out of the year, I adored the fact that my yard was filled with mature oaks and bordered on a large expanse of untended woods. The trees shade our house in the summer, block the wind in the winter, and attract a wide variety of birds throughout the year. From November through mid-September I would serenely appreciate all of these benefits the trees provide. And then, in late September, I would begin to hate them. 

Oh sure, the changing leaves were beautiful and I certainly enjoyed the trees everywhere other than my own yard. I would even gaze dreamily upon my neighbors’ yards, remarking on how those red, brown and yellow leaves gave their lawns that special autumn touch. When I was a child, I definitely loved to play in the leaves each fall. I would shuffle across the yard, making the maximum amount of noise possible, and then wait patiently for my mother to rake all the leaves into a pile so that I could destroy it in one fell swoop. Then I grew up, bought my own house and discovered that, lo and behold, raking leaves is a tedious and unforgiving chore. The first year that we had our house I spent hours in the yard, raking until my shoulders burned. Then I would step back to admire my work, only to discover that I had barely made a dent.

Luckily for me, the perfect solution eventually presented itself, from where else but my mom. She suggested that instead of raking all of the leaves, we just run them over with the lawn mower a few times until they became finely mulched. Turns out, my mum is onto something. I soon realized that the mulched leaves could actually be good for the lawn, acting as a natural fertilizer during the winter months. More importantly, it saved me the torture of endless hours of raking. Now I am able to fully enjoy the beauty of my trees, especially in the fall.

As you turn your attention to your yard this month, you may or may not decide to follow my example of laziness. If you do, be sure to make a few runs across the entire yard to fully shred the leaves. As you pass by the street, angle yourself so that the leaves blow into your yard, and not the street. If you do decide to rake up all those leaves, I applaud you. Just remember that the leaves should be composted at home or taken to one of the county compost sites, not thrown in the trash. We can all also take a moment to sweep leaves out of the streets and gutters so that they do not pollute local lakes and rivers with excess nutrients. Most importantly, however you choose to manage your leaves, don’t forget to take a moment to pause and appreciate the beauty of the season. 

